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Students
praised
by Fed
governor
BY TABASSUM ALI
STAFF WRITER

Fredric Mishkin, New York
Federal Reserve Governor, delivered a speech on Globalization on
Thursday at Baruch College. His
speech was the part of Weissman
Center Distinguished Lecture Series. His remarks, although didn’t
address the monetary policy outlook, were his first since being
sworn in as Federal Reserve Governor on September 5th. He also
praised Baruch students later in
an exclusive interview with The
Ticker.
In a message to Baruch students, Federal Reserve Governor
Frederic Mishkin said, “Baruch
students keep it up. The education
my father got at Baruch during the
depths of the Great Depression—
attending class at night because
he had to work to support not
only himself but also his parents
—helped give him the opportunity to become a successful businessman.” He continued, “I hope
that the students here at Baruch
will likewise take advantage of the
opportunities bestowed by their
education and make important
contributions to our economy.”
Mentioning the “Fed Challenge,” Mishkin praised Baruch
for contributing and becoming
part of competition. He said, “It’s
a wonderful tool and a step-bystep process in understanding the
monetary policy; participants

SEE FED PAGE 12
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NYBOT simulates trading

Few ItalianAmericans
hired in
CUNY

BY GLENN GEIS
BUSINESS EDITOR

Trading futures contracts, like
sugar, never seemed as exciting
or intense as it was at the Finance
and Economic Society’s sponsored event, where members from
the New York Board of Trade (NYBOT) simulated an actual trading
session. The fourth annual event,
which took place at the Subotnick Center in the Library Building, kicked off with lots of food
and mingling between Baruch
students. After an introduction by
Professor Holowczak of the Subotnick Center, members of the NYBOT rushed the room with a blast
of energy that had some first-time
students intrigued and somewhat
scared. “It was very exciting, like
the real world and [with very] fast
transactions,” said Raymond Zou,
a finance and investments major.
After a very brief introduction
of what was expected of the students and with the trader’s help
and motivation, the excitement
started. “10 at 43, 10 at 43” and
“March 18 for 42,” were just some
of the things being screamed at
the top of the traders’ and students’ lungs as beads of sweat
rolled down their red faces. The
only thing you could see in the air
were arms, hands and the books
used to calculate what you have
sold or bought from another trader. Everyone was in a circle, called
“the pit,” which is where all the action took place. However, as more
students became courageous and
joined the fray, the size of the
room became apparent. At one
point, it was impossible to lower
your hands to write down your last
trade. It was hard to tell who was
having the most fun—the traders
or the students.
Luis Burgos, a floor reporter on
the NYBOT and a fourth year veteran at the simulation, acknowl-

BY PETER JOHN SIPSAS
STAFF WRITER
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Chris Rossi, center, a floor broker with with the NYBOT, yells out his offer.
edged that, “[the] turnout is getting greater and there is a lot more
participation.” Mike Farrell, also
on the NYBOT, noted, “The people
in the industry don’t participate as
well as students here participate,”
as he referred to mock trading
done at the Board of Trade with
some of the industry leaders.
At the beginning of the event,

each student was given a trading
pad and assigned a badge number.
Some of the traders would come
around and give you an order to
buy 50 lots for $11.43 per pound,
for example. Everyone needed to
use their loudest voice to fill that

Hispanic Society gets students grooving

A recent panel, mandated by
the settlement of a class-action
civil rights suit, concluded that
there are not many Italian-Americans in the City University of
New York’s faculty. Local leaders
in the Italian-American community are criticizing CUNY for the
report.
The court case dates back to
1992 when Joseph Scelsa, host
and executive producer of the
television show Italics on CUNYTV, filed a federal civil rights lawsuit against CUNY. At the time,
Scelsa was the director of Queens
College’s John D. Calandra Italian-American Institute.
Scelsa alleged that CUNY had
been discriminating against Italian-Americans for many years in
their employment practices. He
also claimed that, as a result of
the lawsuit, CUNY stripped him
of his authority as director of the
Calandra Institute and transferred parts of the program to
other CUNY schools.
A settlement was reached
in 1999 that required a panel to
determine whether the claims
set forth in Scelsa v. CUNY were
legitimate. The panel included
three members appointed by
CUNY officials and Queens College’s John D. Calandra ItalianAmerican Institute.
Italian-Americans have long
been included in CUNY’s affirmative action program.

SEE NYBOT PAGE 12
SEE CUNY PAGE 2

Campus fire sparks questions

BY NING MAO
STAFF WRITER

BORIS BERDICHEVSKIY I THE TICKER

Natimil Abreu showed off her spiciest moves in the
dance-off competition last Thursday.
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On Thursday, Baruch continued its celebration of Hispanic
Heritage Month with a dance
competition sponsored by the Hispanic Society. Though originally
planned for the Multipurpose
Room, the club decided to use the
second floor lobby instead.
More than 10 couples signed
up on the spot for the competition,
which became the highlight of
club hours as onlookers gathered
to witness the skills and breadth of
creativity in these dancers as they
moved their bodies along to the
music.
The competition started off
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Building where two men started a fire near campus. See full coverage on page 2.
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Hispanic conference goes off without a hitch
n Baruch cements
relationship with
Hispanic Achievers
BY JANA KASPERKEVIC
FEATURES EDITOR

National Hispanic Corporate
Achievers, whose mission is to promote the advancement of diversity
in Corporate America, celebrated
diversity at Baruch College on Friday. They started off their Leadership Summit Program, “Identify
& Develop Hispanic Talent: Lead,
Learn & Grow’’ early in the morning
with many successful businessmen
of hispanic Heritage and 20 Baruch
students attending.
The summit included breakfast
and lunch, which allowed for networking, and were followed by sessions such as “Secrets to Business
Success: Mastering Corporate Etiquette and Culture,’ “Networking:
The Platform for Career Success,’’
“Lead, Learn, and Grow Through

Mentoring,’’ “Hispanic MarketingBest Practices’’ and “Addressing
Health Needs of the Hispanic Community: What Can Be Done Today
to Build a Better Future?’’
All participants in the conference received a complimentary
bag and the book Crucial Conversations: Tools For Talking When
Stakes Are High by Kerry Patterson,
Joseph Greeny and Ron McMillan.
Baruch students who attended
the summit were personally involved in the “Secrets to Business
Success’’ workshop. “I feel that attending the different workshops
will compliment my intercultural
skill and help me develop myself as
an individual,” said Andrew Jozefiak, 21, a finance major.
According to Barbara GeyerBlasco, a student who attended
the event, students learned about
communication skills and how
important they are when working
with other countries. “I think that’s
essential now when we have globalization and have to learn about
other countries and their cultures,”
she said. Fellow student Eva Kip

CUNY records show few
Italian-Americans employees
ß CONTINUED FROM FRONT
According to the panel’s report,
they still face discrimination at
CUNY institutions. The panel determined that there has been no
progress in boosting Italian-American representation in CUNY’s faculty in the near 30 years since affirmative action was put into effect.
In 1977, the number of ItalianAmericans in CUNY’s faculty was
6 percent. The panel found that
number to be the same now.
The panel found the number
of Italian-Americans in administrative positions to be “adequate,”
but noted that there was little representation among senior professors.
The report described the low
number of Italian-American professors, particularly at Queens
College, home to the Calandra Institute, to be “distressing.” It went
on to say, “Italian-Americans are

shockingly absent from the large
number of distinguished professors at the Graduate Center.”
Panel member Richard Alba,
a sociology professor at the State
University of New York at Albany
told the Daily News, “One would
have to say it’s disappointing, considering that Italian-Americans
have been identified as an affirmative action group.”
“It’s been 30 years of affirmative
inaction against Italian-Americans,” said state Senate candidate
and Bronx Columbus Day Parade
Committee member Jay Savino.
It’s time for CUNY to stop the lip
service and make a genuine effort
to practice affirmative action.”
According to CUNY spokesperson Michael Arena, CUNY received the report this summer and
has already begun acting on it by
implementing the panel’s recommendations.

Fire in Annex Building
ß CONTINUED FROM FRONT

BY MIKHAIL SEDOV
STAFF WRITER

Two white men armed with
knives broke into the 11th floor of
Baruch College’s Annex Building at
137 E. 25 Street, Thursday evening,
smashing the windows and setting
fire to a large garbage container, the
College’s safety personnel said last
week. Baruch’s Campus Peace Officers arrested the two men, whose
names were not immediately released, and handed them over to the
NYPD.
“The men claimed they smoked
the cigarettes and they didn’t mean to
cause any fire,” said Joseph Calliste,
assistant director of public safety.
A local female resident looked
out of her window and saw the two
men using a crowbar to break into
the floor. The floor had been recently
built on the roof of the original 10story building. She called 911, but
upon their initial arrival, the NYPD
officers had not gained access to the
roof. At about 8:05 p.m., Sergeants

Daniel Muniz and Alfredo Rodriguez, the College’s CPOs, entered
the area and found the two men surrounded by a cloud of heavy smoke.
Both men were arrested, and Rodriguez extinguished the fire. One security officer, Melvin Frederick, who
came to assist, suffered respiratory
distress and was taken to Cabrini
Medical Center. One of the arrested
men also required medical help.
“Upon searching him, I noticed
he was bleeding at his hand,” said
Muniz. The man explained that he
injured his wrist while breaking the
windows in an apparent attempt to
breathe in fresh air in a room filled
with smoke. It was not clear why the
two men did not exit the room when
the fire broke out.
Muniz said that the two men face
charges of reckless endangerment,
burglary and possibly possession of
a weapon. Their personal belongings
were confiscated and logged in for
evidence, he said. The College rents
five floors of the building. As of Friday evening, the investigation was
still ongoing.

agreed, stating, “Right now in the
world, social skills are very important. Plus, the workshop was very
interactive and exciting.”
Hispanic Achievers and Baruch
just recently established a connection that they hope is a beginning
of a long partnership. Hispanic
Achievers decided to give the College $22,500 in order to sponsor
45 students, and give $500 to each
person. Daniel Ramos, the national president of National Hispanic
Corporate Achievers, referred to
Baruch in his speech as a first rate
global education institution and
hopes that the partnership will help
the Hispanic businessmen build
towards the future.
Adam Chavarria, executive director of the White House Initiative
on Educational Excellence for Hispanic Americans, discussed certain
initiatives that the current government is trying to pass in order to
improve the quality of education
this new generation receives. He
also stressed the need for business
as well as math and science majors.
Chavarria stated, “We clearly have
a lot of ground to make up, as a
community and as a nation and we
have no time to loose.”
Pedro Lichtinger, president of
Pfizer, stated that he feels “strong
obligation of sharing [his] success
[through] mentoring and advising.” He believes that the Hispanic
community needs to get more involved in giving back to enable the
younger generation to succeed. In
his speech, he also addressed the
ways that diversity brings value to
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President Waldron explains her claim to fame.
business.
Kathleen Waldron, president
of the College, also touched upon
the strong undercurrent of social
responsibility. She believes that the
members should have certain goals
as business leaders, mainly shaping the future leaders.
“You could pave the way for
today’s graduates. You could promote the diversity through educating your employees on the value of
diversity and instilling best practices in your own position,” stated
Waldron. “Another way you could
do this, and I open the doors of Baruch to you, is to engage in colleges.
Come to Baruch, bring your message of success and life lessons to
our students and give them a better

idea of what to expect and how to
succeed in business world.”
She then went on to urge these
members to mentor Baruch students, to offer them a real world
experience by providing them with
internships and to “help students
understand the world they wish to
enter.”
After the summit concluded at
the College, the National Hispanic
Corporate Achievers went on to
their 23rd Annual Awards Gala,
with guest speakers including Chavarria and Jay Hershenson, senior
vice chancellor for CUNY and Robert B. Catell, the chairman and CEO
of KeySpan Corporation, as a keynote speaker.
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Nonprofit management
courses to come to Baruch
BY MAYA KASHYAP
STAFF WRITER

BORIS BERDICHEVSKIY I THE TICKER

Vice Chancellor Jay Hershenson talks to Professor & Expert Doug Muzzio.

Undergrad voices absent
when it comes to the polls
BY JANA KASPERKEVIC
FEATURES EDITOR

The student turnout for the
panel Why Vote? on Thursday
raises serious questions about the
voter representation of Baruch
students for the upcoming election. While the CUNY community
values voting rights at large and
tries to increase the voter turn out
through programs such as CUNY
Voter Registration Project 2006,
it seems that students’ interest
are not as strong. However, it was
not just students who failed to
make the appearance, as two of
the scheduled speakers, U.S. Congresswoman Nydia Velasquez, and
Assemblyman Adriano Espaillat,
did not attend the event.
The speakers present were Jay
Hershenson, vice chancellor of
external relations for CUNY, Doug
Muzzio, professor and expert commentator of political matters and
Carlos Sierra, chairperson of the
2005-2006 University Student Senate.
“As a parent, I am yelling at
you for not voting,” Muzzio told
the audience, rationalizing that he
was chastising at them so that they
could relay the message to “those
[students] who are not in the
chairs,” and who don’t care about
participating in elections. “I have
to preach to those who are not here
about the value of voting.”
For the past four weeks, known
as Voter Awareness Month, CUNY
has been attempting to entice students to vote. Baruch’s Undergraduate Student Government, whose
members along with other CUNY
student governments’ members,
were present at the discussion.
They offered additional funding
to clubs with the highest numbers
of students registered to vote. The
winners of the contest were Arab
Alliance, Association of Dominican Students and Hillel. They were
respectively awarded $500, $350
and $150.
“It’s no exaggeration to say that
the CUNY system has the most
comprehensive voter registration and voter awareness program
of any university in the country.
Members of the CUNY family died
for the right to register vote,” stated
Hershenson, referring Andrew
Goodman, a student at Queens
College who was murdered by
members of the Ku Klux Klan in
1964. CUNY involvement with
voting rights also includes Senior
College XVII in Brooklyn being
renamed Medgar Evers College in

honor of the 1970 slain civil rights
activist and the CUNY Board of
Trustees passing a resolution that
all CUNY colleges must integrate
voter registration into the students
class registration process.
“We do voter registration, because we want to do it, not because
anyone forces us to. We want to
empower our student body,” stated
Hershenson. Unfortunately, not
enough students are seizing this
power that is offered to them.
Muzzio addressed certain statistics concerning the voting patterns and demographics, “The 18
to 24 [year olds] are by far the least
likely age group to vote.” As one
reason why many CUNY students
do not vote, he listed the fact that
many are not yet citizens or are
not yet registered. Certain variables operating in the voting process are age, class, race, sex and,
according to Muzzio, the level of
education achieved by citizens increases voting. Hershenson agreed
stating that increasing voter turn
out will be achieved by educating
the masses and including voting
rights and citizenship history into
schools’ curriculum.
Sierra aims to bring more voter
awareness to activate USS-based
clubs, CUNY student governments
and supporters. As a publicly funded institution, Sierra reasoned,
students should vote because, “If
[they] are not active, [they] are not
taken under consideration when it
comes to getting a fair share of the
city, state and even national budget.”
He admitted to being very attracted to the meringue music in
the lobby himself, but he prioritized. “We as students are not too
politically involved,” said Sierra.
“Those who are involved in the
abstract concept of politics, they
don’t want [students] to be too involved,” because they do not want
students to have power.
“If you don’t have the power,
you don’t get the goods. You don’t
get the necessities. Not only don’t
you get what you want, you don’t
get what you need,” agreed Muzzio.
During the Q & A session, he argued that students are not as big
of a minority as it appears. “Majority is a coalition of minorities,”
he continued. Mozzio then urged
students to develop their base and
vote.
“If you don’t organize and
don’t participate, you are going to
get zero,” stated Mozzio, explaining that voting increases students’
chances of getting what they want.

Even if the party they voted for
might not win, in their “lonely
way” by their single votes, they
are telling the government what is
their opinion.
Hershenson encouraged students to vote, spread the word and
ensure that “the spirit, the tradition
of Baruch and of CUNY in defense
of the right to vote not only continues to survive but thrives.”

Students who wish to give
back to their community, look
no further than Baruch’s own
course catalog. Baruch College
and American Humanics, a nonprofit management program, have
teamed up to provide a program
for undergraduates seeking a career in a nonprofit organization.
“The American Humanics
Program is an innovative course
of study that equips college and
university students to become
skilled professionals and leaders
in America’s nonprofit organizations,” according to their Web site,
www.humanics.org. Headquartered in Kansas City, Mo., AH originated in 1948 with a mission to
shed more light on the nonprofit
sector. “In contrast to the corporate and government sectors, the
nonprofit sector does not have
the long history of an established
collegiate preparation track for its
leaders,” says the Web site. Thus,
the AH Program was born. Today,
AH has partnered with over 75
colleges and universities and 18
national nonprofit organizations.
Barbara Wells, director of student academic services at Baruch,
is working to incorporate the AH
Program into Baruch’s curriculum.
Baruch has tailored the program
to provide students “with the flexibility to be part of the American
Humanics Program by augmenting their existing degree programs
with coursework and in internship
experiences,” said Wells.
The program will offer undergraduates the following services:

• A financial aid program providing scholarships and stipends
for internships
• Access to the Student Online Profile System which verifies
the completion of competencies,
student internships and career
opportunities with National Nonprofit Partners
• Opportunities for career development, one-on-one support,
mentoring and networking with
prospective nonprofit employers
• Opportunities for students to
test skills and various nonprofit
roles through hands-on activities
such as internships, co-curricular
and community service activities
The program would “live” in
the School of Public Affairs and
would essentially be a “certification program that adds onto your
degree,” stated Wells. The program requires 18 credits, which
most students would have already
completed by freshman year, participation in the management institute and an internship. The AH
Program could be here as early
as this spring, when the internship commences, and courses
would begin in the fall semester.
When discussing the popularity of the program at Baruch,
Wells notes, “Nonprofit management is a specialized niche; it
really fits with people who have
this service to humanity desire.”
Students interested in the program should attend the information sessions on Thursday, Oct.
26 from 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. in
VC 8-210 or Tuesday, Oct. 31 from
12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. in VC 9165.
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Cuomo and Pirro in environmental
battle on campus last Tuesday . . .

Top CEOs not necessarily
from top universities

BY SHERRY MAZZOCCHI

STAFF WRITER

BY PATRICIA AMIGÓN
STAFF WRITER

On Tuesday, Oct. 3, candidates
for New York State Attorney General, Jeanine Pirro and Andrew
Cuomo presented their views at
an environmental forum held at
Baruch College sponsored by the
New York League of Conservation
Voters and in association with The
School of Public Affairs.
In a discussion that lasted a little over an hour, Pirro and Cuomo
outlined their views on the Indian
Point Power Plant, the proposed
Bottle Bill, environmental racism
and the plans for the current Environmental Bureau in the Attorney
General’s office. Questions were
also presented to the candidates by
Professors Barbara Fife and Douglas Muzzio.
Pirro, the Republican candidate
and former Westchester Country District Attorney, spoke on
their informed and sophisticated
knowledge of state environmental
issues. Answering questions with
an insider’s expertise, she sometimes veered in to deep legalese
in response to questions like who
should pay for clean-up costs.
Cuomo, the Democratic candidate and former Secretary of Housing and Urban Development under
former President Clinton, while
equally passionate, extolled his
agenda with a more general theme.
The two candidates largely agreed
on most topics, with the stark exception of the Indian Point Power
Plant in Westchester County, 40
miles north of New York City.
Cuomo, echoing statements
made by Riverkeeper, the National
Academy of Sciences and other
environmental groups, said that
Indian Point was New York State’s
“greatest environmental problem,”
and should be closed. Because 21
million people live within a 50mile radius of the plant, the stage is
set for numerous disasterous scenarios. “The plant leaks Strontium90 into ground water and possibly
into the Hudson River,” he said.
Saying that she was concerned
about storage of spent fuel rods,
Pirro declined to call for the plant’s
immediate closure. “We need an

alternative. We need to rely on different kinds of energy,” she said,
without specifying any plans for
future development.
Both candidates agreed that the
Environmental Protection
Agency
has
taken far too
long to dredge
the Hudson
River of PCPs
left by General Electric.
Cuomo, who
repeatedly
bashed
the
Bush admin- ANDREW CUOMO
istration, said
the
federal
g ov e r n m e nt
was too sympathetic with
GE. He said
that GE should
be compelled
to dredge the
Hudson River
and that the
EPA was “malingering.”
JEANINE PIRRO
They were
also in agreement on the passage
of an expanded Bottle Bill, where
bottled non-carbonated beverages
like water and juice would also require a five-cent deposit. The Bottle
Bill, passed by the State Assembly,
would also force bottlers to refund
unclaimed deposits to the state
to fund the state Environmental
Protection Fund. Approximately
25 percent of all bottles are not
redeemed, according to The Business Review. Pirro said she would
put the unclaimed deposits toward
a state environmental fund, but
Cuomo demurred on where the
actual funds would go.
Pirro touted the environmental
crimes bureau that was established
by her office in 1994, which has
prosecuted illegal dumping of pesticides and solid waste. The District
Attorney’s office also went after
government employees for releasing millions of gallons of raw sewage into the Long Island Sound. In
addition, her office demanded that
corporations make contributions
to underwrite an environmental

crime hotline and an environmental benefits program.
Underscoring her basic campaign commitments to fighting
Medicaid fraud and policing sexual predators, Pirro also affirmed
her support for the existing Environmental Bureau developed by
Eliot Spitzer, the current Attorney
General. She said she would instill
a staff educated in environmental
concerns and whose appointment
would be merit-based and not
politically motivated. Saying that
she would “hold EPA’s feet to the
fire,” she envisions a full-pronged
approach to environmental law
enforcement where uniform enforcement, public education and
federal litigation are all pressed
into service.
Cuomo said that the AG’s Environmental Bureau had his full
support and added that he thought
more scientists were needed on
the staff. He too was committed to
litigation to enforce environmental
laws and said that the AG’s office
needs to be a “protector of the state
of New York, because the EPA is not
protecting clean air and water.”
This year represents the first
time that the League of Conservation Voters and the Sierra Club
has donated money to gubernatorial campaigns. With environmental activism at a lull at the federal
level, states have stepped up to fill
the gap.
Spitzer, who has a 46-point lead
against Republican John Faso for
the New York State Governors’ office, has been one of the most environmentally active officials ever
elected. Having said that George
Bush is “hands down, the worst
president on environmental and
energy issues that this country has
ever seen,” Spitzer’s office has sued
the Bush administration 15 times
over disputes concerning greenhouse gas emissions, mercury pollution from power plants and pesticide use in public housing. Spitzer
has also successfully sued polluters. He forced six power plants to
cut emissions that equated to a reduction of 2.5 million cars from the
roads. Whoever wins the AG office
in the fall will have big shoes to fill.

Most students’ dream schools
include the Ivy Leagues and several other private universities. They
envision themselves graduating
with a diploma that says Harvard
University or another prestigious
name that will help them to find a
top-paying job right out of college.
The truth of the matter is that CEOs
in the U.S. do not come from Ivy
League schools, but rather from
public schools such as state universities, public colleges and universities and community colleges.
Many top CEOs probably wanted to attend an Ivy League or a top
university but, like many American
students, were not able to finance
such an expensive education.
The Wall Street Journal holds a few
examples of CEOs that have succeeded without attending a prestigious university. Some CEOs in this
list include Kenneth Lewis of Bank
of America (Georgia State University), Alan Mulally of Ford Motor
(University of Kansas) and H. Lee
Scott of Wal-Mart (Pittsburgh State
University).
One particular case is Bill
Green, CEO of Accenture, a global
management consulting, technology and outsourcing service. After graduating from high school,
Green did not take on the same
course as his fellow classmates by
going straight to college. Instead,
he decided to work in construction for a while and then decided

USG REPORT
From Tuesday, Oct. 9
BY JESSICA BAPTISTE
LEISURE EDITOR

President’s Report
Bernard Banks reported that
USG will hold their Open House
on Oct. 17 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. in
VC 3-270. They will also be holding
a club round table on Oct. 17 during club hours. Banks said that this
will allow USG to know the club
concerns and reach out to clubs.
Vice President Report
Anthony Hernandez handed

a few years later that he too could
be part of the American dream.
Green attended Dean College in
Massachusetts where, aside from
just receiving a college education, he also received helpful advice, gained self-confidence and
learned to work well with others.
This goes to show that being a
student at a city college like Baruch
should not deter anyone from going for their dream job after graduation. During college life at Baruch, students often have a chance
to hear of the many success stories
from alumni who return to the
college to participate in corporate
presentations. These alumni speak
about their work experiences and
hope to instill in students enough
confidence so that they too can
succeed in corporate America. Student organizations help with this
as well by showing students how to
develop the communication and
networking skills needed for landing the job after graduation.
As Green says for The Wall
Street Journal, “You can go to a
top-end school and end up dramatically underperforming, or you
can go to a place that cares and
blows away what everyone thinks.”
It is a matter of setting the mind to
accomplishing goals and striving
for success. What propels students
toward success is their ability to
communicate, solve problems and
be open to new ideas – not necessarily the name of the university on
their degree.

out surveys from the bookstore
offering students a 20 percent discount if they fill out an online survey. This was one of the activities
that the bookstore is implementing
in order to improve its services.
He said that Mr. Keek, who
works for BCTC will attend the
meeting in November to answer
any questions that students have
about computers on campus.
Treasurer’s Report
The Turkish Students Association presented a co-sponsorship
proposal for $935 for the Ramadan
Dinner on Thursday, Oct. 19. They
were approved for $485.

Second floor transformed to dance-off turf
ß CONTINUED FROM FRONT
with a slow, lovely Hispanic
song, which caught many people
off guard. But the couples did not
stay stunned for long; they soon
came up with moves that made
them the center of attention. The
music would end and was abruptly followed by a new song, so the
dancers had to adjust immediately
to a rhythm and beat.
The music was fresh and of a
more popular nature than traditional Hispanic music. The genres
ranged from techno Hispanic to
reggaeton Hispanic, to some slower, rhythmic, hearty melodies. They
went through five rounds of dancing and eliminations started in the
sixth round. About two couples
were eliminated each round, based
on spectators’ applause. Those
who received the smallest amount
of whistling were tapped on the
shoulder and taken off stage. With
what sounded like avalanches of
cheers and clapping, along with a
colorful turning disco ball and vibrant music, the second floor lobby
disappeared and was replaced with
the atmosphere of a true dance
competition and nightclub scene.
Through the vigorous hip swayings and some intimate dances,
two couples pulled themselves to
the top of the pyramid. At the time,

they were known as “couple blueblue” and “couple red-blue,” labeled by the color of their clothing.
Couple blue-blue, Gustavo and Arlene, and couple red-blue, Natimil
Abrem and Emil Nunez, fought it to
the end in the twelfth round. Gustavo and Arlene had been performing well in the entire competition
with their synchronized moves, but
Abrem and Nunez always had that
extra flare with their wild and ingenious moves.
In this last round, as Gustavo
and Arlene gave everything they
had and slowly pulled themselves
towards Abrem and Nunez’s level
of applause, the latter jetted off to a
higher plane with some passionate
turns and grinding, and the competition ended on a high note as the
entire second floor filled with the
clapping and yelling noises of excited Baruch students. Amidst the
craziness, Abrem and Nunez had
won and were awarded a $50 Best
Buy gift card.
The largest organized group of
participants in the competition
came from PorClumbia@Baruch,
a club focused on issues within
the Hispanic community and is
involved with Voces Latinas, a
group of certified social workers
in the HIV field. The president of
the Hispanic Society remarked in
the beginning, “The turnout might

BORIS BERDICHEVSKIY I THE TICKER

Student Natimil Abreu dances with her compañeros.
be slow because of sudden room
change, people are also self-conscious about their bodies” but she
must have been pleasantly surprised after it was all over.
There were some doubts about
the fairness of the competition
since the results were decided by
applause, instead of a more objective rating system. One freshman,
Rubin, commented, “Not really

everybody had friends that came
here,” meaning those who did bring
friends had a higher chance of winning since they had more people
to cheer for them. There were also
geographical disadvantages for
some couples as they were placed
deeper into the second floor alcove,
and not everybody had the chance
to see every couple dance as they
were overshadowed by the couples

in front. Rubin’s friends fell within
this category, but despite that, they
still performed beautifully.
This competition was the first of
its kind in the College’s history. It
was an excellent event to celebrate
the culture and Hispanic heritage
present at Baruch and it will most
likely be held annually from now
on.
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FILMS TO
WATCH
THIS WEEK:

Opening October 20
Flags of Our
Fathers (Wide)
Flicka (Wide)
Marie Antoinette (Wide)
The Prestige (Wide)

20 Centimetres (Limited)
Running with
Scissors (Limited)
Sleeping Dogs
Lie (Limited)

Friday,
October 20

Saturday,
October 21

Sunday,
October 22

What: Foreign Films:
The 8th Annual Turkish
Film Festival
(now until Oct. 28)
Where: The Village
East (181 2nd Ave.)
Cost: $10 (times
and films may
vary each day)
For more info:
212-229-1207

What: Foreign Films:
The 8th Annual Turkish
Film Festival
(Now until Oct. 28th)
Where: The Village
East (181 2nd Ave.)
Cost: $10 (times and
films may vary each day)
For more info:
212-229-1207

WHAT TO DO THIS WEEK FOR FREE ...

OR PRETTY DARN CHEAP

BY JACQUELINE CHANCER
ARTS EDITOR

Monday,
October 16

Tuesday,
October 17

Wednesday,
October 18

Thursday,
October 19

What: Book Reading:
Featuring Linton
Kwesi Johnson, “Mi
Revalueshanary Fren”
Where: Hue-Man
Bookstore & Cafe (2139
Frederick Douglass Blvd.)
Cost: Free
For more info:
212-665-7400

What: Museum
Exhibition: Fashion
and Textile History
Gallery: The Tailor’s Art
Where: The Museum at
FIT (7th Ave. & 27th St.)
Cost: $10 (6:00
p.m. – 7:00 p.m.)
For more info:
212-423-3500

What: Museum Exhibition:
Eye on Europe: Prints,
Books and Multiples,
1960 to Now
Where: MoMa (11
W. 53rd St.)
Cost: $3 (with student ID)
For more info:
212-708-9400

What: Museum
Exhibition: The
Residents: Re-Viewed
Where: MoMa (11
W. 53rd St.)
Cost: $3 (with
student ID)
For more info:
212-708-9400

What: Comedy
Show: Jeff Ross
Where: Caroline’s
on Broadway (1626
Broadway)
Cost: $10-$27 (8:00
p.m. and 10:30 p.m.)
For more info:
212-757-4100

What: Music Concert:
King of the Beats Producer
Contest featuring
Big Daddy Kane and
hosted by Doug E. Fresh
(Hip Hop / R&B)
Where: Canal Room
(285 W. Broadway)
Cost: RSVP in
advance, Free at the
door (8:00 p.m.)
For more info:
212-941-8100

What: Music Concert:
featuring Tilly and the
Wall (Indie rock)
Where: Bowery
Ballroom (6 Delancy St.)
Cost: $15 (8:00 p.m.)
For more info:
212-260-4700

What: Music Concert:
Featuring Jolie Holland
(Indie rock)
Where: Bowery Ballroom
(6 Delancy St.)
Cost: $18 in advance, $20
at the door (8:00 p.m.)
For more info:
212-260-4700

What: Music Concert:
Featuring Joy Denalane
(Hip Hop / R&B)
Where: Canal Room
(285 W. Broadway)
Cost: $2 in advance, $10
at the door (8:00 p.m.)
For more info:
212-941-8100

What: Music Concert:
Featuring Mojave
3 (Indie rock)
Where: Bowery
Ballroom (6 Delancy St.)
Cost: $20 tickets
(8:00 p.m.)
For more info:
212-260-4700

What: Music Concert:
Featuring Black Hollies
plus 1986 and Spectacular
Bird (Indie rock)
Where: Knitting Factory
(74 Leonard St.)
Cost: $10 (9:00 p.m.)
For more info:
212-219-3132

What: Comedy Show:
What Are You Looking At?
Where: Caroline’s
on Broadway (1626
Broadway)
Cost: $10-$27 (8:00
p.m. and 10:30 p.m.)
For more info:
212-757-4100

What: Music
Concert: Featuring
Los Straitjackets and
The World Famous
Pontani Sisters Twist
Party! (Indie rock)
Where: Knitting Factory
(74 Leonard St.)
Cost: $14 (7:00 p.m.)
For more info:
212-219-3132

What: Music Concert:
Red Elvises
Where: Knitting Factory
(74 Leonard St.)
Cost: $10 (8:00 p.m.)
For more info:
212-219-3132

What: Museum
Exhibition: Vintage
Perfume Bottle
Exhibition (N ow
until Oct. 20)
Where: Manhattan
Art & Antiques Center
(1050 2nd Ave)
Cost: Free
For more info:
212-888-0165

What: Music Concert:
Special DJ Set featuring
?uestlove (hip hop/r&b)
Where: Canal Room
(285 W. Broadway)
Cost: $12 in advance,
$15 at the door
(11:00 p.m.)
For more info:
212-941-8100
What: Comedy
Show: Joe Clair
Where: Caroline’s
on Broadway (1626
Broadway)
Cost: $10-$27
(12:30 p.m.)
For more info:
212-757-4100

What: Music Concert:
featuring Marcia Davis
and the Outro (Reggae)
Where: Canal Room
(285 W. Broadway)
Cost: $10 tickets (7:00 pm)
For more info:
212-941-8100
What: Museum
Exhibition: Annie Leibovitz:
A Photographer’s
Life 1990-2005
Where: Brooklyn Museum
of Art (200 Eastern Pkwy.
at Washington Ave.)
Cost: Free
For more info:
718-638-5000

East meets West: The Eighth Annual New York Turkish Film Festival
BY JACQUELINE CHANCER
ARTS EDITOR

Turkey is literally a land where
two radically different worlds collide. Geographically speaking, Turkey unites Asia and Europe. But
this fact resonates far beyond the
physical realm; this bridge between
two continents, various peoples,
clashing cultures, customs and religions have laid the foundation for
Turkey’s unique cultural identity.
Drawing on various elements of European, Islamic and Ottoman traditions, the country has an emerging
cinema industry that is taking the
world by storm. And what better
place to showcase such cinematic
diversity than New York City?
The Moon and Stars Project is
sponsoring the Eighth Annual New
York Turkish Film Festival, which is
to be held on Oct. 21-28 at the Village East Cinemas. Following the
success of last year’s film festival,
this year’s program includes nineteen films, featuring movies from
notable Turkish filmmakers such
as Fatih Akin and Ferzan Ozpetek.
The nineteen movies selected
range from shorter films to documentaries to contemporary Turkish films (features) to tribute films,
but all share a common theme. All

the films selected for this year’s
film festival have some focus on
the Turkish capital of Istanbul. According to festival director Mevlut
Akkaya, this conscious choice was
made “to present the many faces of
Istanbul to New York’s cosmopolitan audience.”
In essence, you don’t have to be
a Turk to appreciate Turkish cinema, but it’s helpful to be a New
Yorker this year. I highly suggest
you check out the festivities while
the festival is in town. Where else
can you get an exotic taste of Turkey for only $10? You can’t even get
a good meal for that price!

What: Eighth Annual New
York Turkish Film Festival
Where: The Village East,
181 Second Ave.
When: Oct. 21- 28
Tickets: $10
For more info:
http://www.moonandstarsproject.
org/diger/cinema.shtml

Date

Time
4:00 p.m.

Saturday, October 21
7:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
Sunday, October 22
7:00 p.m.
Monday, October 23

7:30 p.m.

Tuesday, October 24

7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, October 25
Thursday, October 26

7:00 p.m.
9:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
9:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Friday, October 27
9:00 p.m.
Saturday, October 28

4:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

Category

Film
(Translated)

Short Films
Contemporary
Short Films
Contemporary
Short Films
Tribute Film
Short Films
Contemporary
Short Films
Directors Abroad
Short Films
Without Borders
Debut Films
Contemporary
Tribute Film
Contemporary
Short Films
Contemporary
Short Films
Contemporary
Documentaries
Contemporary
Documentaries

Waiting for Arif
My Father and My Son
Crash
Organized Jobs
Captain Riza
The Agha
Entrophy
On the Road
The Red Tile
Facing Windows
Lal
A Touch of Spice
Pardon
Two Girls
The Agha
Organized Jobs
Last Train Ride
On the Road
Socks Can Fly
My Father and My Son
The Play
Istanbul Tales
Crossing the Bridge

Mama always said, “Never run with scissors”…
BY JACQUELINE CHANCER
ARTS EDITOR

WWW.ROTTENTOMATOES.COM

Ryan Murph’s new film is
dangerously mediocre

. . .And in the case of the new
film Running with Scissors, directed
by Ryan Murphy, Mama was right.
You could poke someone’s eye out,
or at least you wish you could after
watching this film.
Running with Scissors is based
on the shockingly outrageous 2003
memoir by Augustene Burroughs.
The film recounts the strange life
of writer Augustene Burroughs (Joseph Cross), tracking major events
leading to his future success. For

this day and age, Augustene’s upbringing is actually pretty common; he is the son of an emotionally unstable mother, dependent
on therapy and antidepressants
(Annette Bening) and an alcoholic
father (Alec Baldwin). As if that
weren’t enough to scar him for life,
Augustene’s mother, an emotional
wreck after being left by Augustine’s father, hands Augustene over
to her most trusted companion: her
shrink.
As a licensed professional, you
would hope that the therapist, Dr.
Finch (Brian Cox), is levelheaded.
But of course, as a means to thicken

the plot, he and his family are even
crazier than Augustene’s original
caretakers.
Though this makes for a humorous and witty plot, there is no way
that the events in this film could be
remotely true. If Augustene Burroughs’ life did by chance unravel
in such a manner, then I don’t know
how he is not in serious therapy
right now.
After watching this film, all I
could think about was how much
it must have hurt the real people
in Burroughs’ life that these characters are based on. I would hate
to be Mr. Burroughs’ mother or a

member of the Finch clan. Mr. Burroughs is just propagating a cycle of
emotional instability.
Besides the questionable ethical
concerns of the film, it was agonizingly slow. In all honesty if you saw
the movie trailer, you’ve seen all the
witty moments this film has to offer.
I left the theater truly disappointed
and I recommend for your own
emotional/entertainment well-being you cut Running with Scissors
from your list of must-see movies
this season.
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Robots, fembots, and more at the Wired NextFest
BY SHERRY MAZZOCCHI
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

During a panel discussion on
robots at the Wired NextFest, held
at the Jacob Javits Convention Center during the last week in September, senior Wired magazine editor
Adam Rogers asked Takehashi Mita
where the on/off switch to one of
his robots was located.
The robot in question, a partner
ballroom dance robot, can glide
around the floor with a partner using the five waltz steps it “knows.”
The stylized magenta robot was
molded into a glossy female figure
that resembled a cross between a
seashell and a mousekeeter. The
dress was a deeply gathered affair,
open in the front to reveal, not legs,
but wheels. Her breasts resembled
anatomically correct softballs, and
oddest of all, was a pair of Mickey
Mouse ears atop her perfectly
coifed head. Dancing occurs from
the force and torque sensors that
anticipate a partner’s movement.
The presenters said that aside
from working at the Arthur Murray
Dance Studio, the robots ultimate
use would be in helping the elderly
to walk.
The audience could tell that

Rogers knew the answer to his
question. Mita-san gave an embarrassed laugh, said the switch was
“in an impolite place” and quickly
changed the subject. When pressed
further by an audience member as
to why the control switch was located in that particular place, he
explained that the designer decided that it couldn’t be on the arms
or back because this is where the
robot is held.
That left audience members to
wonder where the switches to the
Actroid Der robots were. These robots, made by Kokoro, resemble
young Japanese women with perfect features and manners. The one
on display at the Convention Center, dressed in a kimono, was bowing for spectators. She can respond
to simple Japanese and English
phrases and even makes fun of herself by saying, “Yes, I . . .am . . . a . . .
robot!” The video playing alongside
the display features suggested alternate uses for the fembots including
receptionists, maids, nurses and
stewardesses or simply “beautiful
ladies at the bar.” The video also
suggested that these robots were
“designed to play with children.”
Not all the exhibits on display
were so fanciful or exotic. Consider

LEFT OF THE DIAL

The Decemberists’ new release,
The Crane Wife, deserves praise

fade away.”
The Crane Wife’s insidious sequencing, 19th century balladry,
breathtaking lyrics and ability to
blend the naturalistic lore of love
and death make it one of, if not
the most, ambitious and accomplished albums of the year. By the
way, if the cyclic framework of
this album never revels itself, no
qualms, it will when you listen to it
over and over again.

BY MARK EMMANUEL ONYENYILI
ADVERTISING MANAGER

The Crane Wife, The Decemberists’ new album off Capitol Records, showcases their strength,
outshines previous albums and
redefines the essence of melodic
tunes. Fortunately, the pressure of
a new record label did nothing but
refine their signature sound and
lyrics, ranging from lovers to war
to death and heartbreak.
This may sound like an unusual
mix of subjects, but The Decemberists’ craftiness dispels any unease quickly, as illustrated by the
opening track “The Crane Wife 3,”
which launches their album with
the lines, “And I will hang my head,
hang my head low” in a rhythmic
grace that engulfs you, and draws
open the tragedy of their story.
When propelled to the 12-minute plus string, “The Island: Come
& See/The Landlord’s Daughter/
You’ll Not Feel the Drowning,”
The Decemberists flourish with
a methodically delivered medley
featuring a fine-tuned theatrical indie pop sound meshed with
British-folk sensibilities. Front
man Colin Meloy again proves he
is a master of his craft, showing off
his degree in creative writing with
modesty that accentuates The Decemberists’ growing reputation as
a band to watch.
“O Valencia” and “When the
War Came” further cement The
Decemberists’ indie-rock identity
with thumping drums from John
Moen. The Japanese folk-tale inspired “The Crane Wife 1 and 2”
seems to be a fitting high point
to this album and “Yankee Bayonet,” a heartbreaking duet with
Laura Veirs, is a lyrical knockout
with words like “But when the
sun breaks / To no more bullets in
Battle Creek / Then will you make
a grave? / For I will be home then.”
The album’s final song, “Sons
& Daughters,” seals the deal with
the same uplifting vibe, but this
time the lyrics “And I will hang my
head, hang my head low” are displaced with “Here all the bombs

The Lovemakers: Times
of Romance a classic
BY JANA KASPERKEVIC
FEATURES EDITOR

Even though The Lovemakers’ Times of Romance was released in 2005, it still deserves
attention today. The Lovemakers are an eccentric collection
of characters who create songs
that are not only catchy but also
unique. Their music borders on
dance and rock, standing out
even more thanks to the band’s
eclectic use of violins, cello and
programming in various songs.
Much of the lyrics, energy
and tempo reflect tension within the band, which consists of
Jason Proctor as well as Scott
Blonde and Lisa Light—a couple
that was romantically involved
when the band started and
has since broken up. Still good
friends, the two play off of their
twisted relationship to produce
great music.
The song’s vocals are produced by both Blonde and Light,
which is not usual in today’s music industry, but often sounds
tacky. Yet The Lovemakers make
it work. You’ll find yourself singing along to lyrics, often penned
by Light, that are as good as other aspects of the music. Times
of Romance is a CD that gets
you dancing and will become a
staple in your music collection.
This band has great chemistry
and the potential to reemerge as
the superstars that they are.

the Suntrap Handbag, designed by
undergraduate student Rosanna
Kilfedder. The lining of the bag
lights up so you can find your keys
at night. This bag would go perfectly with The Aphrodite Project
Platforms. These stylin’ shoes have
a GPS locater and a 911 button. The
Atari Rabbit Theatre was the source
of much amusement. Inside, a
darkened amphitheatre contained
100 small white plastic bunnies
that adjusted their ears like antennae and flashed Christmas lights
while they performed an original
opera unintelligible to nearly every
visitor.
Not surprisingly, there was a big
focus on security. Weapon Watch,
by Radiance Technologies, can find
a sniper, detect what he has, and
return fire all within nanoseconds
of the initial exchange. The Future
Force Warrior protects combat soldiers with lightweight, breathable
bulletproof armor. It has chemical-detecting sensors, wireless Internet communicators and an eyepiece that allows the wearer to see
wirelessly relayed info. It was only
shown in desert camouflage colors,
but hopefully next season it will
come out in black so we can wear it
on the subway.

WWW.XENI.NET

The Wired NextFest features the most updated technological inventions of today.
Since GM heavily sponsored
the event, cars dominated the floor
at the Wired NextFest. Apparently
heavily committed to protecting
the environment and conserving
the planet’s natural resources, GE
is developing four new hybrids,
including the Chevy Tahoe, a fullsized SUV. Another new model
hybrid, called the Hy-Wire, has no
engine and no pedals. Everything is

contained in an 11-inch chassis and
twisting either a left or right handgrip controls the car. Instead of an
engine block, a hood ornament and
a grill, the car has a window. One
woman looked at it and shook her
head in disagreement. “They could
see right up your skirt!” she said.
And they would probably be looking for that on/off switch, too.
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DID YOU KNOW. . .
The ages of The Ticker editors
range from 19 to 27 years old.

As a matter of fat

The absurd and suspicious
kindness of the Parkers

VICTOR CHU
The average American woman is a size 14,
150 pounds and 5’4”. Her BMI (Body Mass Index) is 25.7, and according to the Center for
Disease Control, she is in the overweight category (25.0-29.9) for adults for that height.
“People who are overweight or obese are
at higher risk for chronic conditions such as
high blood pressure, diabetes, and high cholesterol.” (CDC)
The inspiration for this piece came from
the subway. I was on the ‘6’ train getting off
on 42nd Street. I looked around and discovered a couple of overweight women. Then
I looked further down the car. More heavy
women were sitting around. I was appalled
that in this car there were no women with
healthy figures.
So, are you the average American and
overweight, or are you healthy and in shape?
Americans are gluttons. It’s because there
is such a rich abundance of food, because of
the relative powerful economy. It is pitiful to
look at emaciated people, while others hurry
to scarf down that third slice of pizza. Some
eat to life, while others live to eat.
Furthermore, there is American pride,
physical laziness, lack of motivation, addiction and denial. The last one is obvious and
cliché. They’re lazy after they eat, they can’t
exercise if they’re lazy and if they can’t exercise, they won’t figure out this catch-22. With
many of these elements, it is no surprise that
this vicious cycle spirals down to a hanging
gut.

These days, health insurance and medication often seem unaffordable. Yet fast food
chains continue to lure ignorant and innocent consumers into their restaurants. The
Big Mac is still the Big Mac, the Whopper still
has the same amount of calories and Wendy’s
burgers are still fried. What about the fries?
You won’t need hand moisturizers or lip balm
for the rest of the week.
Why have these fast food chains still
thrived in the times of fat shunning? It’s because of the tasty smell of oil, the irresistible
scent that salsas in your nose when you pass
by, sucking you into the vacuum of hedonism.
It’s the deplorable epitome of instant gratification. The impeccable marketing schemes,
the low cost and high speed cooking, are all
part of the arsenal for the fight against health
and well-being.
Americans are cheap and they like things
fast and easy. Fast food combines all three.

JAMES PATRICK O’HARRAH
SHILALLY IV
Last week the sports editor of The Ticker, Mr. Wursthorn, took it upon himself to
make a reference to the Parker Brothers
and their so-called remedy to Moon Cancer (MC). Though little is known about the
Parker Brothers Company other than their
sick fixation with monocles and their yearly
fusillading of all ineffective employees, what
is known is their testing on their own family
members instead of rats or orphans. Parker
Brothers has a long standing history of producing great board games such as Monopoly
and Monopoly: Handicap Edition, which features downhill ramps in place of the railroads
and losing wheelchair privileges in place of
going to jail. My personal favorite of their
games is Risk, the game of world domination.
I remember as a child I would always choose
to begin the game as France and I would take
over the weak countries of Africa though as
to not risk much I would surrender to the first
time that came too close.
For a moment, let us put two and two together and realize the facts at hand: First,

Parker Brothers make a game about capitalism that asks you to economically obliterate
your opponent. Second, they make a game
of world conquest in which the figurative
lives of figurative men are based on the rolling of dice. Thirdly, I occasionally wear my
deceased grandmother’s nightgown and rub
Crisco on my toes too reach a state of pure
bliss. Most importantly, Parker was actually
the brother’s middle name, as their last name
was Guevara. They were actually Ernesto
Guevara’s fourth cousins on his mother’s side
thrice removed. As soon as I found out about
this tragic truth I completely lost interest in
buying their soon to be released MC cure and
I burned all of my game boards and pieces (except the iron from Monopoly which I actually
use for
all of my
ironing).

Salvation through starvation
ADULTSWIM.COM

JOHN LEE

Soap Box
What was your reaction to the
the plane that crashed into a
residential building on 72nd and
York Avenue last Wednesday?

“I was on the bus when I heard about it. I
didn’t think it was a terrorist attack so I didn’t
really worry. I got annoyed that the media
used the whole 9/11 thing to make this look
like a bigger deal than it was.”
-Laura Vardanian, economics major

Anorexia, or the evil twin of obesity, has
been better received in our shallow society
of celebrity worship. Skinny people are considered beautiful and possess self-control,
while the overweight are looked down onwith hate.
At a time where the population’s waistline
is increasing, this irony is a crime. Weightloss ads seem hollow when compared to the
crap that people swallow.
The availability of fast food and the steady
stream of diet fads have put us all at risk for
physical bipolar-ness. It’s nature’s cruel joke
that while food is readily available, our metabolism hasn’t evolved to expend all that is
eaten.
Interestingly, technology in the modern

workplace has removed the main source of
exercise people did in the first place. People
don’t need to hunt or gather food, but that’s
not for the greater good. The morbidly obese
are rather unsightly, not to mention medically costly and unhealthy. We as a country
have to come together to make our collective
health better.
There is one real solution. Promote anorexia in America. Self-imposed calorie
restriction can be a personal protest to all
this madness. Not eating everything in sight
might actually be the only sane way to maintain an ideal weight.
If an athlete can improve through practice, so then can the obese by not making
every meal a feast. They can slim down, save
money and look better all around by eating
less. With anorexia, we benefit.

An inappropriate touch on news
DANNY LOBELL
“I was hoping that my friend was alive.
She lives a floor above and the same side of
the crash site. Her mom was in the building
but she’s all right. My second reaction was
— is the work of terrorists?”
-Michael Ashkenazl, accounting major

“I didn’t hear about it until my husband’s
mother called me at work from Israel. She
was horrified and wanted to make sure I
wasn’t near the crash. People at work calmed
me down and told me not to worry. The first
thought that came to mind, of course, was
terrorism.”
-Natallia Pratasevich, finance major
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A whole new meaning to the term “No
Child Left Behind“
On Sept. 29, Florida Rep. Mark Foley resigned after allegations emerged that he exchanged inappropriate e-mails and sexually
explicit messages with underage boys. This
guy is an idiot! Everyone knows you don’t
crap where you eat! Moreover, you’d think in
this day and age he would have known that
if you want to flirt with underage boys and
send them sexually explicit messages and
e-mails. What do you think MySpace.com
is for?
New Half Baked Research
There is good news for aging hippies.
Smoking pot may stave off Alzheimer’s disease. New research shows that the active
chemical in marijuana, Tetrahydrocannabi-
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The opinions expressed on this
pages are those of the individual
writers, and do not necessarily
represent those of The Ticker. The
Ticker opinion page welcomes
submissions from students and
faculty.They can be e-mailed to
tickeroped@yahoo.com or delivered
to the Ticker office on the third floor
of the Vertical Campus, Room 3-290.
Letters must be signed and will

appear as space permits. The word
limit is 400 words. Essays must be
300 - 750 words. The editor reserves
the right to edit and condense
submmissions for length as well
as clarity.
The author’s name is usually
published but may be withheld for
compelling reasons, at the editor’s
discretion. All submissions are
subject to an editorial board vote.

nol, may prevent further development of the
disease by preserving levels of an important
neurotransmitter that allows the brain to
function. Oddly enough, the test subjects
who have smoked pot consistently for the
past 50 years shown no signs of Alzheimer’s
disease, yet still couldn’t remember s***!
Flava of Television
Mr. T has a new show on TV LAND titled
“I Pity the Fool,” where he tries to teach some
fools some basic rules! The show has already
received great reviews proving once again
that putting a washed-up, crazy black celebrity in a reality show is always going to be
funny! Here is the next great idea to pitch to
the networks: put over 10 women in a house
with O.J. Simpson for a few months. At the
end of the series, whoever is still alive wins
a weekend getaway at the Neverland Ranch
with Gary Coleman!
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Fed Governor Frederic Mishkin speaks
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
end up working with the Federal
Reserve Bank.”
In his remarks on globalization
Mishkin said, “To be against globalization as such is most assuredly to
be against poor people, and this is
presumably not the position ‘antiglobalizers’ want to take.”
Mishkin noted that the globalization of trade has made great strides
in recent decades, evidenced by
the emergence of economies like
China and India.
“[But financial globalization] is
very far from complete . . . international capital is generally not flowing to poor countries and is thus
not enhancing their development,”
he said.
Capital inflow to the poor from
the rich countries has reduced dramatically. Indeed, Mishkin called it
“remarkable” that emerging economies have actually been sending

capital to rich countries, and not
the other way around. For instance,
emerging countries send about
$300 billion per year to the U.S.,
and he noted, this finances a large
chunk of the roughly $800 billion
the U.S. is currently in deficit.
Financial globalization, he said,
“[is] misunderstood” by the average person and “even many economists are shocked by the high
salaries paid to investment bankers
and other financial professionals.”
He asked, “What do these financial
professionals produce?” This view,
although common, betrays a fatal
misunderstanding. Getting the financial system to work well is critical to the success of an economy.
To understand why, think of the
financial system as the brain of the
economy: That is, it acts as a coordinating mechanism that allocates
capital, the lifeblood of economic
activity, to its most productive uses
by businesses and households. He
further went on to say, “If capital

goes to the wrong uses or does not
flow at all, the economy will operate inefficiently and ultimately economic growth will be low. No work
ethic can compensate for a misallocation of capital and the resulting
failure to invest in the most profitable ventures.”
Referring to the benefits of financial globalization he said, “By
bringing in new capital, financial
globalization will lower the cost of
capital, thereby encouraging investment, which in turn promotes
growth. Second, when foreign capital and financial institutions are
allowed to enter a country, they
improve the allocation of capital.
Third, the most important benefit,
and one not usually emphasized,
is the globalization of a country’s
financial system.” Financial globalization, which opens up flows
of foreign capital, is highly controversial, even among economists,
despite its benefits.
In his concluding remarks, he
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New York Fed governor Frederic Mishkin speaks about globalization at Baruch
said that those who oppose any and
all globalization have it completely
backward: Protectionism, not globalization, is the enemy. He further added, “It is true that, by itself,
globalization in both finance and
trade is not enough to ensure economic development and that economies must position themselves
to handle foreign capital flows. He
challenged the anti-globalization
sentiment by adding Kofi Anan’s

remarks, “The main losers in today’s very unequal world are not
those who are too much exposed
to globalization. They are the ones
who have been left out. Rather than
opposing or limiting globalization,
we in the rich countries and those
in the developing countries, must,
as a moral imperative, work together to make globalization work for
the general good of people all over
the world.

Subotnick Center hosts floor trading simulatio
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
order because there are a lot of
other people who want to do the
same. Also, there are speculators in
the Market that aren’t filling orders,
but trading for their own book,
which plays a hand in determining
prices. Traders set up the trading to
happen in about 15 minute intervals, so that they could correct any
mistakes they noticed during the
trading and point them out.
As interactive and exhilarating the trading session was,
it still proved to be difficult. Multitasking is an important aspect of
the event because of everything
involved. Keeping an eye on the
fluctuating price of sugar, meeting
the demands of your customer and
paying accurate attention to your
math does get a bit frantic. Trading on the floor of an exchange is a
stressful job and the NYBOT is no
exception. While the trading day is
only three hours, the stress on the
traders’ hearts is taking a greater
toll. Paul Liubicich, broker for cof-

fee futures on NYBOT, asserted, “It’s
definitely not an office job.”
Business
majors from all different backgrounds
were enlightened
with what it takes to
become a futures contracts trader, or similar
careers in that field.
Even as students declare
their major, they still want
to explore their options.
Events like this are designed
to help you consider or weedout possible positions in your
field or expertise.
Next month, Professor
Holowczak is scheduling a group
trip with Baruch students to go to
the New York Board of Trade to get
a further and more realistic look at
trading futures contracts. Details
of that event will be posted in next
week’s issue.

Clockwise from left: pages out of the trading book, the price of march sugar durin
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Baruch prepares graduate students for careers in quant
n MS in Applied
Mathematics for
Finance one of the
top programs in U.S.
BY YURY MONAKOV
BUSINESS EDITOR

Quantitative analysts, or quant,
have a daunting challenge. They
design and implement mathematical models to price derivatives,
to gauge risk or to predict market
movements. A quant is not only
expected to know about the underlying security such as options
or credit derivatives, but is also expected to know how to mathematically predict their behavior and
create a trading program than can
capitalize on it. This involves having a deep knowledge of finance,
mathematics and programming.
A person who has interest in all
three areas is a good candidate for
a career in quantitative analysis or
financial engineering.
Quantitative analysis has always
been a niche career, but it has been
getting more exposure recently.
Large banks such as JPMorgan and
UBS have begun to use more quan-

titative analysis in their projections
and trading. In the past, financial
institutions would use quants to
gauge the company’s risk exposure.
Now, quants can be found ‘close to
the money,’ developing algorithmic
trading applications. In particular,
hedge funds may use quant exclusively in their investment decisions.
What is unique to quantitative
analysis is that even though it is a
relatively new field, this field will
always be in demand. The field
will broaden as computing power
increases and as the traditional
securities exchanges become fully
electronic. Professor Dan Stefanica,
director of the MS program at Baruch says, “There is new data every
day, so there is always a demand—a
greater demand every day to analyze that data.” “Eight years ago,
there were only three programs in
the U.S.—NYU, Columbia and Chicago. Today, there are 50 programs
in the U.S. alone” he adds.
Historically, quants often had a
background in physics, usually at
a PhD level. One of the creators of
the Black Scholes option pricing
model, Fischer Black, earned his
PhD from Harvard in applied mathematics. Today, a PhD in physics or
mathematics is still one of the main
routes people take to gain entry to

on with NYBOT

ng the simulation, two photos from the event.
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a lucrative career in quantitative
analysis. However, there are actually many more options for people
who are interested in this career,
particularly at Baruch.
Compared to other programs in
the nation, Baruch’s MS in applied
mathematics for finance is actually a more competitive and more
intense program. The program was
started in 2002 and for the past two
years, Baruch has accepted only 25
percent of applicants, compared
to UC Berkeley which accepted 38
percent. In November of 2003, before the program had graduated
any students, Baruch was ranked
24th out of 38 programs in the U.S.
and Canada.
The difference between an MBA
and a masters in financial engineering is the career for which they
prepare you. Quants fill a different
niche than MBA students. An MBA
can lead to many careers in finance.
An MS, however, leads to a niche
technical position, which is difficult, if not impossible for an MBA
to fill. An important distinction is
that one degree is not better than
the other – each is geared toward
different areas in finance.
Students that are mathematically inclined may wish to consider
a career in quantitative analysis, as
the median salary for a graduate of

Baruch’s MS program is $80,000. A
lot of graduates will then go on to
study at the PhD level, which can
pay at least $200,000.
For students that do well in
mathematics and enjoy finance,
this career is a viable option. Students that are good with programming languages such as C++, but

are average in mathematics are also
candidates for a career in quant.
“You really need strength in at least
one of those two areas” mentions
Stefanica. Some of the requirements for admission to the MS program are: two calculus classes, linear algebra, probability, and at least
one finance class.

Upcomming events for students and alumni:
Thursday, October 19 12:45-2:00 p.m. VC 6-215
Info session and reception for new financial engineering concentration in mathematics major.
n Friday, October 20, 6:00-8:00 p.m. VC 14-280
Baruch College financial engineering MS program alumni association kick-off event.
n

For Undergrads interested in a career in quant:
To prepare for these careers, the Mathematics Department is offering a new concentration
within the mathematics major, the mathematics of finance. This concentration is the best way
for undergraduates to get a head start on their careers in quant, as this major “will prepare you
above and beyond what the MS program requires for admission” said Dan Stefanica, director
of the MS in applied mathematics for finance. The mathematics of finance concentration has a
different set of electives than the other mathematics concentrations. Students should take the
following five electives:

MTH 4110
MTH 4120
MTH 4125
MTH 4135
MTH 4500

Ordinary Differential Equations
Introduction to Probability
Stochastic Process
Methods of Monte Carlo Simulation
Introduction to Financial Mathematics

A mathematics minor will allow you to take some of these classes, but the major will fully
prepare you for the MS program, and ultimately a career in quant.
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Not so ‘Crazy Eddie’
BY SHERVAN SEBASTIAN
STAFF WRITER

“I was a white-collar criminal,”
admits Sam E. Antar, the former
CFO and an intricate component of
the “Crazy Eddie” securities fraud
of the 1970s and 1980s. In this historic paradigm, creditors,and investors lost hundreds of millions
of dollars; countless jobs were lost
and the saga ended with several
criminal indictments for numerous members of the Antar family.
Unlike the many perpetrators
of corporate and securities fraud,
Antar is not bashful about calling
himself, or at least his previous self,
a morally questionable and highly
deplorable criminal. Though he
could have disappeared after his
involvement in such a remarkable
scam, he chooses instead to speak
about his mentality and behavior as
a way of deterring future business
students and accountants from
engaging in practices that could
defraud and debilitate such large
sects of the unknowing population. He spoke at Baruch last week
in part to chronicle how a scandal
such as ‘Crazy Eddie’ could be perpetrated for so long without the
appropriate checks and balances
functioning to recognize fraud and
to alert the proper authorities.
At the height of ‘Crazy Eddie’s’
reign atop the tri-state electronics
retail business, the market capitalization of the company was a staggering $600 million, with prices
soaring to over $20 per share. Astoundingly from its inception, the
founders of the company had systematically looted the company every year of hundreds of thousands
and eventually millions of dollars.
According to Antar, there were no
significant attempts to uncover the
fraud as long as the company continuously, year after year, churned
out balance sheets indicating that
there was the potential for growth
and ever increasing profits. He also
adamantly believes that this is the
issue in many of the other instances of corporate fraud.
‘Crazy Eddie’ can trace its
foundations to Kings Highway in
Brooklyn where the first store was
opened in 1969. Originally called
Sights and Sounds, the company
was only marginally profitable in
the beginning as “fair trade” electronics laws prevented Eddie Antar, part founder and owner, from
selling merchandise at prices that
would produce exceptional profits.
As a way of generating increased
revenue and earnings, Eddie decided to sell merchandise at largely discounted prices that benefited
customers, but broke numerous
laws in the process. Along with performing the ever-famous “bait and
switch”, the company also engaged
in a practice referred to as “lunch”
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Students had a chance to speak with reps from top financial service companies.

Finance networking at Baruch
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Sam E. Antar, the former CFO of ‘Crazy Eddie’s’ spoke at Baruch last Tuesday.
which consisted of repackaging
used merchandise and selling it as
if it were brand new.
In an age where most purchases
were cash purchases, internal theft
proliferated at ‘Crazy Eddie’s.’ The
company opened several stores
in the tri-state area and with each
new store came a new source for
the plundering hands of the now
majority owner Eddie Antar. Most
of the company’s employees were
paid off the books and a majority
of the sales taxes from electronics were never reported to the
Internal Revenue Service. As the
company succeeded in the 1970s,
“Crazy Eddie” Antar began having
aspirations of taking the company
public, increasing both his fame as
well as the possibility for extraordinary profits.
As Sam E. Antar recalls, from
1969-1980 the company engaged
in simple fraudulent procedures
such as not reporting taxes, deceiving auditors, skimming from
cash sales and repackaging used
materials. In the interest of going
public, the family had to employ
a different kind of fraud: falsifying
financial documents. In order to
postulate the appearance of a more
appealing investment as well as to
give the impression of a company
on the verge of great growth and
prosperity, the Antar’s gradually
began to decrease the amount of
money they were taking from the
company. An example of this was
that if the company made $10 million in 1980, the members of the
family might have taken $5 million
for themselves and reported the
other $5 million as the generated
revenue from the company stores.
In 1981, the family would take $4
million, the next year $3 million
and so on.
Upon going public, the company debuted with an impressive IPO,
which went to fund the opening of
26 additional stores. Soon, recognition of fraudulent acts committed
began their assent into the public.
The previously rolling Antar fortunes suddenly came to a crashing

halt. The shares of the company
became practically worthless and
in 1989 the company was forced
to file for bankruptcy. In the aftermath, several members of the family were indicted and Eddie Antar
fled to Israel. After Eddie’s capture
and extradition, he later pled guilty
to federal fraud charges and after
several years of court proceedings
the Antar family was forced to return much of their profits in the
form of restitution and several lawsuits were brought against Eddie
Antar to recoup loses.
Several years have passed since
the ‘Crazy Eddie’ scandal and numerous modern scandals have become more recognized and prolific
in its place. An important question
continues to linger long after the
sentences, public apologies and
historic bankruptcies have faded
out of public consciousness however: how do we prevent the perpetration of fraud of this magnitude
from ever recurring? According to
Sam E. Antar there is already a reasonable and effective measure in
place to prevent such a corporate
travesty from taking place. Mr. Antar believes that the Sarbanes-Oxley act is a good measure and deterrent to the falsification of financial
documents and the illegal business
procedures that have been the crux
of so many prominent companies.
Though he believes the legislation
could go further to protect investors and consumers, Mr. Antar
sees it at as in important and effective way of addressing corporate
fraud and believes it would have
limited and perhaps prevented the
‘Crazy Eddie’ scandal from becoming the business cautionary tale it
is today. Though it seems that in a
capitalistic system corporate fraud
is an unavoidable consequence of
the structure of business, for the
sake of our futures, our financial
well-being and the security of our
friends and families, I certainly
hope Antar is right.

Google buys Youtube.com for $1.65 B

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

come a highly successful ad-based
company.
In fact, YouTube has become so
popular in recent months that it is
being used as a verb and source for
news castors in the media. People
can now say, “I’m going to You-

The ever popular free video
sharing giant YouTube, has been
purchased by the fastest growing web search giant Google, for
$1.65 billion in stocks. According
to Wikipedia.org the acquisition
is expected to close in the fourth
quarter of 2006.
YouTube.com began its early
life in February of last year by former PayPal employees, Chad Hurley and Steve Chan. After a few
months past its initial launch, YouTube’s video collections grew to
the thousands, and now are in the
millions. With millions of hits and
visitors each day, YouTube has be-

Tube that video later.” This literally means that they are going to
search for a video on YouTube or
upload their videos onto the site.
No other Web site since Google has
managed to become such a household verb.
Months prior to the purchase,
Google had tried to compete with

n Knocks Yahoo!
out of bidding
BY SHI LIN

YouTube through its own version
of the popular video sharing service with Google Video. The pre-release version of Google Video was
a hit due to the ease of searching
for videos. But even now, Google
Video has not come close to the
success that YouTube has had.
YouTube has also signed a deal
with CBS a day before the acquisition, according to BBC NEWS. CBS
will be offering short news, sports
and entertainment programs. In
exchange, the companies will
share advertising revenue from the
sponsored CBS videos.
With Google’s new purchase,
it is most likely that their features
will be integrated into one another. Google’s superior search
engine combined with YouTube’s
popularity and enormous video
collection means better service for
everyone.

BY ARI JAHJA
STAFF WRITER

There was an impressive turnout for the Finance Networking
Event sponsored by Beta Alpha Psi
and Finance and Economics Society last Thursday. As predicted,
enthusiastic Baruch students displayed their networking skills by
interacting with front-office professionals from top financial service companies such as Ameriprise
Financial, Deutsche Bank, Morgan
Stanley, JPMorgan, Citigroup and
more. The event also highlighted
the president of Baruch, Kathleen
Waldron, who was the keynote
speaker of the night.
At her speech, Dr. Waldron emphasized Baruch students’ competitive edge and great potential to
excel in their respective fields. She
noted that many corporate leaders
have described Baruch students
as “well-educated, business-oriented, smart, hungry, driven, but
not haughty.” Furthermore, she
expressed the generosity and continuing support of Baruch alumni.
As a result, Baruch’s endowment
reached the $100 million mark last
week, and is likely to grow as more
Baruch alumni giveback to the college. Also, last summer, Baruch
College received its largest foun-

dation grant ever in the amount of
$5 million from the Starr Foundation, to be allocated for the development of a Starr Career Development Center.
After these remarks, I was able
to network with industry professionals and had the invaluable opportunity to personally interview
Dr. Waldron about the administration’s strategy in boosting Baruch’s
visibility as one of the top colleges
in the country. She explained that
two years ago, the college has started working on a new strategy for
alumni relations and job recruitment. They contacted and asked
Baruch’s most senior alumni at top
firms in New York City to host an
alumni reception at the firm for
us. Next week, the senior Baruch
alumni will help to host a reception for all alumni who now work
at Morgan Stanley. This event will
be beneficial in connecting the Baruch alumni who work within the
company and also in reconnecting
them to the college.
When asked for her advice to
students, Dr. Waldron replied enthusiastically by encouraging students to keep up a strong work ethic, study hard, network, and learn to
take advantage of all the excellent
resources that we have on campus.

SEO offers front-office
internships for students
BY ANDREW IAN JOZEFIAK
STAFF WRITER

Sponsors for Educational Opportunity (SEO), a premier diversity career prep and internship
program held its second promotional event of the semester this
past Wednesday. Over 80 students
attended the second info session
to hear about the program and
learn more about the SEO application process. Faisal Shuja, a campus recruiter for SEO spoke about
the program and various Baruch
alums described their experiences
this past summer.
The Baruch alum from the 2006
program include Maria Giraldo,
Arvind Jagarnath, Andrew Ian
Jozefiak, Jodi-Ann Nelson, Harabani Rana and Luis Romero. They
have all been working extremely
hard to recruit new candidates
into the SEO program.
SEO recruits sophomores and
juniors of color (Hispanic/Latino,
Asian, African American and Native
American) for investment banking,
asset management, corporate law,
philanthropy and global corporate
leadership, among others. Besides
providing guaranteed internships
once accepted into the program,
SEO also provides the networking opportunities unavailable to
students outside of the program,
intensive financial training that is
critical to a successful summer and
mentoring by SEO alumni who are
currently working in the field that
interns choose to pursue.
SEO interns also get to attend
various presentations at partner
firms where they get to meet senior
management and interact with
professionals from a wide range of
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Faisal Shuja discussed the SEO program.
backgrounds.
The program has been featured
in Princeton Review’s 109 Best Internships in America and has been
recognized as a highly demanding
and rewarding program.
The program is described by
alumni as a life changing opportunity—and justifiably so. It is an
opportunity to build relationships
of a lifetime and establish connections with professionals
The application deadline is Nov.
1, and students are highly encouraged to apply by this first deadline.
As part of the process, applicants
must complete two essays and
submit two letters of recommendation.
Any student that is interested in
the program and would like more
information, can contact the on
campus representatives at SEOBaruch@gmail.com.
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Accessorize your iPod; five cool products

The good folks at Griffin were
nice enough to send The Ticker
some iPod accessories to review.
Now, we’d like to extend their benevolence onto our readers: the
first six people to post a comment
in response to this article at www.
theticker.org will score their very
own Griffin iPod cover. Make sure
to leave some form of contact so
we can get in touch with you!

SmartShare Headphone Splitter
BY GLENN GEIS

friend. The splitter is perfect if two
people want to watch or hear the
same movie, comedy skit or music. Though the separate controls
allow you to choose the setting
of the volume, the middle-range
between loud and soft isn’t very
extensive. The plastic splitter is a
creative and easy way for a couple
to rock-out together, as long as
they brought an extra set of headphones. It’s also made for all iPods,
so you won’t be left searching for a
specific model.

BUSINESS EDITOR

iPod against scratches and could
probably hold up after a light fall on
the street. Once your iPod is nestled into the case, plan on keeping
it there for a while because getting
it out requires a little elbow grease!
The design does offer a magnetic
cover that keeps it in place at all
times but isn’t a feature that would
make this a must-have item or one
that would top my Christmas list.

iClear Polycarbonate Case
BY YURY MONAKOV
BUSINESS EDITOR

Vizor custom fit case
Ever found yourself on the
subway sharing the tunes on your
iPod with a friend? Usually you’re
both connected to the same pair
of headphones and listening to
the music as loud as one of you
wants. However, with Griffin’s new
SmartShare Headphone Splitter
with independent volume controls, you can connect two sets
of headphones to one iPod. Even
more conveniently, you can decide
how high or low you want the music playing without disrupting your

Griffin’s “Vizor,” a 100 percent
genuine leather carrying case for
your iPod claims to have a “unique
design with secure closure and
clip.” However, the design lacks
uniqueness and takes away from
the sleek look of the iPod, one of its
main selling points. The bulky case
clips on to your belt, which makes
you feel like you have your laptop
hanging from your waist. The only
thing that this case is good for is
keeping your iPod safe—not stylish. The thick leather protects the

Childern participate in the Sixth Annual Chess in the Parks event.

Sixth Annual Chess in the
Parks a success
BY OLENA PAVLYUK
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

On Sept. 30, the Chess Club held
its annual event, Chess in the Parks,
which took place at Bethesda Fountain in Central Park. Numerous
tables with chessboards were set
up to give all amateurs a chance to
try their chess skills as well as compete for one of the three monetary
prizes and trophies.
People were split into three categories: children, teens and adults.
There were even children as young
as seven that came to enjoy a game
of chess. Some children chose to
compete against adults, and indeed, there were instances when
the children won. Although many
Baruch students had their official
ratings, such as novice and inter-

mediate, most people who joined
in did not have theirs yet. There
were also older gentlemen who
had more experience at this classic
game, which allowed everyone to
find a creditable opponent.
The tournament consisted of six
rounds. It was more of a blitz game
where each player had 10 minutes
per game. Those who did not have
a clock had to finish their game in
20 minutes.
I personally had a great time at
the tournament even though I only
won one game out of six. Victory
does not really matter; it is the feeling of anticipation and enthusiasm
that thrills the chess player. One
can learn a lot from others’ strategies and mistakes. Although thinking can be painful sometimes, the
result is rewarding.

The pros: it is a good-looking
cover for your 30 or 60 GB iPod. It
will protect your iPod from scratches and general wear.
The cons: the surface of the
case is very smooth, so it will slip
out of your hand if you get sweaty
palms. The biggest problem, however, is that the case comes in two
pieces, which do not lock together
very securely at the seam. If you
drop your iPod, like I do, then the
case will split open along the seam
and your iPod may get scratched

or damaged. My favorite case is the
Speck rubber case, which is a soft
rubber case that will bounce when
it hits the floor—not only is that
fun, it’s better protection for your
expensive toy.

crank your iPod to high volumes,
so if you are someone who likes to
listen to your music extra loud, you
may want to consider purchasing a
more expensive earbud option.

EarThumps

iTrip

BY BEN PREUSS

BY NATALIA DIAZ

BUSINESS MANAGER

MANAGING EDITOR

If you’ve been searching for
comfortable, quality headphones
at a low price, look no further —
Griffin EarThumps Headphones
are exactly what your ears need.
Specially designed for iPods, the
Griffin EarThumps are yet another
addition to Griffin’s long line of
iPod accessories. At around $15, the
EarThumps come with three different sizes of earbud attachments, so
you can pick what’s most comfortable for your ears. As a bonus, Griffin throws in a small carrying case
that you can store the headphones
in. Although the EarThumps claim
to deliver superior sound and bass
quality, the headphone speakers
can become a bit shaky when you

This iPod plug-in allows you to
connect your iPod to your FM radio through the frequency it emits.
The iTrip is very easy to use, though
not very intuitive at first.
It can be confusing to use at
first, since it does not contain any
buttons except a side control knob
used for picking the frequency.
There are five easy steps to follow
that will set up the iTrip to your
iPod and tune it in from the radio—
useful for car radios or those who
lack a dock connector at home.
The downside to this accessory
is that it runs on your iPod’s battery
and the only way to charge your
iPod while having it on would be
connecting it to a USB.
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MATHEMATICS, ACTUARIAL SCIENCE,
and FINANCIAL ENGINEERING
AT BARUCH COLLEGE
Information Session, Reception and Refreshments

Thursday, October 19, 2006
12:45 PM
6-215 VC – The Mathematics Department Conference
Room

Learn about the mathematics and actuarial science majors at the college, as well as the NEW financial mathematics concentration within
the mathematics major and our MS Program in Financial Engineering. Learn first hand about career opportunities from alumni of the
MS Program currently working in the financial industry.

All are welcome to join us. The Information Session will be followed by light refreshments.
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Baruch’s fiction writer-in-residence, Susan Choi, gets
personal with the Ticker
BY JANA KASPERKEVIC
FEATURES EDITOR

Who doesn’t like tampering with
the truth? This semester, the Sidney Harman Writer-in-Residence
workshop is dedicated to teaching
students to do just that. Under the
guidance of Susan Choi, author of
The Foreign Student and American
Woman, students are learning how
to write short stories utilizing elements from their life and combining them with fiction. Choi, who
has received awards for both of
her novels, is a mother of an active
two-year-old named Dexter and is
currently working on a third novel.
In between being a mother, writing
and teaching, this intriguing Korean American novelist has managed
to set aside a few minutes to answer
some questions.
Jana Kasperkevic: How did you
start writing?
Susan Choi: I liked writing from
a very early age, particularly stories.
I was a big reader and I subscribed
to the literary magazine for children
called Cricket. It used to have story
contests every month and I would
sometimes enter. And I won once.
My first publication [was] when I
was eight, I think.
When I was an older student in
college, I didn’t do as much writing. It was mainly because it was
this thing I did on the side and so
I pursued other interests. But after finishing college, I didn’t have
much direction and ended up
coming back to writing by going to
a masters in fine arts program. The
problem was that I wanted some
external force to give me direction. I wanted that from the MFA
program and I didn’t really get it.
I wanted the MFA to transform me
and it wasn’t until I was out of the
MFA program that I kind of transformed myself.
Later, when I moved to New York
and was working full-time, for the
first time in a really long time, writing seemed very valuable again. I
went back to the things I had been
working on as an MFA student in a
very desultory way and started really focusing on them. That’s how
I wrote my first book; I realized
that writing was very difficult and
wasn’t going to happen by itself.
JK: How did it feel to publish
your first book?
SC: It took a while to realize that
I really finished a book because it
had been accumulating for such
a long time and it was so messy.
It wasn’t until it was about to be
published that I understood it was
a book, this distinct creation. I was
really amazed by that because I
worked on this book sporadically
since that MFA program.
It was about my father, who is an
immigrant. It was filled with all the
stories he had ever told and I just
tried to tell them in a better way. So,
it was all this material I had accumulated and it was a bit of a shock
to realize that it transformed itself
into this thing that was going to go
into the world and be read by others.
JK: How do your parents feel
about you being a writer?
SC: They are really supportive.
I think that both my parents were
both surprised and amazed when
I actually sold the book. They are
great [and] very excited. I don’t
think it shocked them that I went
into writing because it was my interest from such an early age. They
are wonderfully delighted that I
was able to be successful; they brag
to their friends.
JK: Your parents also seem to
be your inspiration. Even the title
of your workshop is “Tampering
With Truth.” How does this play
into your writing?

SC: I wrote my current book in
complete dread of ever having to
show it to [my parents]. In all three
of my books, you can find elements
from my own life, which were disguised or transformed to a certain
degree. Much of the first book is
based on my father’s life but then
[it] is also full of inventions. Less so
in the second book . . . but there are
elements here and there. This third
book [has] much more borrowed
from my family and my parents
than anything I have ever written
before.
JK: Can you tell us anything
about your next book?
SC: My next book is called A
Person of Interest. It’s about a man
who becomes falsely suspected of
being a murderer and the FBI begins to investigate him. He is completely innocent. It’s a bizarre set of
coincidences that put him in this
position. But in the course of being
under suspicion, being investigated
and his life falling apart, certain unresolved issues from his past resurface. And neither of my parents has
ever been an FBI suspect.
JK: Do you think you will ever
draw on your son, Dexter, for inspiration?
SC: Probably, but right now he
is too close to me for me to write
about him objectively. He is such a
personality.
JK: Are you considering writing children books?
SC: I have always wanted to
write children books because I
loved reading as a child. But now it
seems [like] such a trend and I feel
like I would be getting on a bandwagon if I do it. Maybe someday.
JK: Do you write in a routine
or do you just wait for ideas to
come?
SC: I don’t wait for ideas to just
come because then I would never
get anything done.
I am happiest if I am writing
consistently. I like getting into a
routine. It really calms me down
and makes me content, even if my
work isn’t going well.
JK: If you could do anything
else, what would you do?
SC: I would travel all over the
world. Professionally, I am always
romantically drawn to all sorts of
careers that I know nothing about,
like wildlife preservation.
JK: How do you feel about
teaching?
SC: I have been teaching for
years. I really enjoy it. I have taught
on and off ever since I have been
in the MFA program. Part of being
a student in the MFA program was
teaching undergraduate students. I
like teaching in different places and
at different levels.
JK: Do you enjoy working with
the Baruch students?
SC: I like the Baruch students
very much. I think the students here
are really focused and hardworking. They seem to be very capable
of just writing for the sake of writing
because they enjoy it and are taking
chances in exploring. That’s really
fun; I like the energy here a lot. I
think the Vertical Campus idea really works. It’s like a busy beehive.
JK: Do you have any advice for
aspiring artists?
SC: My main advice would be
to write as regularly as possible. I
think it’s like going to the gym. The
repetition and the regularity of it
helps your writing even if you don’t
think you have a specific idea. Challenging yourself in this way every
day will make your writing so much
better. Make it more of a habit. Do
a little every day, even if you never
show it to anyone.

treat me differently. My not-soclose relatives have definitely been
the strangest since I have become
a published author. Some of them
think I must be extremely wealthy,
while others think I can help them
settle grudges.
JK: Do people approach you
about your book?
SC: It’s always sort of surprising
because I forget that my book really
does go out there and people read
it and have an experience and a relationship with it. I am always really
happy when someone has read my
book and gotten something out of
it.

“I think the students here are really focused and
hardworking. They seem to be very able to just write
for the sake of writing because they are enjoying that,
and are taking chances in exploring. And that’s really
fun. I like the energy here a lot. I think the Vertical
Campus idea really works. It’s like a busy beehive.”
[Also], people should read. The
only [thing] that’s [as] important
as writing regularly is reading a lot.
Follow your own instincts in your
reading. A writer once said to me
that you should always listen to
your cravings in your reading. I find
that the more I read, the more often
I have that craving with reading. I
used to think this was strange but
not anymore. [Now], I completely
follow my nose. It’s important to
read a lot, but not make it a chore.
JK: Are there any obstacles you
encountered as a writer?
SC: Money. Never ever expect

that you can make a living from
writing. Be resigned to that in advance.
JK: What do you like about
writing?
SC: I like that almost anything in
your life can end up in it. Ultimately, it seems as if everything in your
life could be useful, even a ride on
a subway.
JK: Are people treating you differently now that your books have
been published?
SC: Not my friends, but there are
certain members of my family who

JK: Do you think you will keep
writing in the future?
SC: Probably. It sounds sort of
pathetic, but I don’t know what else
to do with myself. I still have ideas
and there are other books I want to
write. I still find [writing] more satisfying than anything else I do. The
idea of just taking some time off
and doing something new is also
appealing, [but] I don’t think I will
do that anytime soon.
Students interested in meeting
Choi can do so on Tuesday Oct.
24, at 5:45 p.m. Presented by the
Sidney Harman Writer-in-Residence Program, the Great Works
Program along with Poets & Writers
magazine, “Tampering With Truth:
What Fiction Can Do With Historical Facts”. Part of the evening will
be dedicated to reading and a Q &
A session with Choi will be held in
the Newman Conference Center,
seventh floor at 151 East 25 street.
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Succot Sallam
BY TARA EZER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

For one week each year, Jewish people spend a large amount
of their time in a sukkah to commemorate the holiday Succot. Succot is the last of the three major
pilgrimage festivals and occurs on
the fifteenth day of Tishrei in the
Jewish calendar and the middle of
October in the regular calendar.
The word “Succot” means “hut”
in Hebrew and the holiday honors
the children of Israel, who suffered
through forty years of wandering in
the desert and living in temporary
shelters. In the sukkah, men and
women eat their meals, socialize,
relax and in some cases, sleep.
Sukkahs come in all shapes and
sizes and they are wonderful to
view. A sukkah must consist of at
least two and a half walls but does
not need to be made of concrete.
As long as the sukkah will not blow
away with the wind, it is acceptable
and seeing that canvas is strong
enough to withstand the wind, it is
the most common “wall” for a sukkah.
Decorating the sukkah is almost
as fun as hanging out in it. Decorating a sukkah can be easily compared
to decorating a Christmas tree. In
the Northeastern United States, it

is common to see dried squash and
cornucopias inside because of the
vast availability of these vegetables.
Hanging dried fruit is practically a
staple of the sukkah.
Succot Sallam, the event hosted by Baruch Hillel was definitely
one to not be missed. The sukkah,
which rests 90 feet above ground on
the eighth floor balcony, hosted approximately fifty people. Israeli and
Arabic music filled the air and had
many dancing on their feet. The
food served was a mixture of Israeli
and Arabic food with shawarma
and humus among other items.
Upon entering the sukkah, the
rabbis of Chabad at Baruch were
carrying the Four Species and allowing students to perform the
blessings. The Four Species consist of the lulav (date palm), hadass (bough of a myrtle tree), aravah (willow branch) and the etrog
(lemon-like fruit). The first three
are tied together then held in the
right hand while the etrog is held in
the left hand. Once the prayers are
completed, the Four Species are
held together while being shaken
in all four directions of the world.
Celebrating Succot in the VC
was definitely unique. It was very
nice to see so many students come
together to honor those before us.

Baruch User’s Guide: Tech
BY ROB REALE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Technology is supposed to make
our lives easier, and usually it does.
Baruch has a wide variety of technologies available to its students.
Here’s a review of two important
ones you may or may not already
know about:
The Ticker Exchange (www.
thetickerexchange.com) is a Craigslist-like site for the Baruch community. This site functions with
Craigslist ease, which makes it simple to navigate. However, there is
one desperately needed improvement — it’s in color and a little
splash of color goes a long way for
user friendliness and intuitiveness.
There are eight categories to post a
classified ad: Student Housing, For
Sale, Services, Campus Life, Dating,
Gigs, Jobs and Resumes. The site is
relatively new so it may not have
caught on just yet, as there are seventeen [presumably] active listings,
but activity was much higher when
students were selling textbooks
earlier in the semester.
As for my experience, I listed my
TI-89 calculator on The Ticker Exchange and got several flakey people responding and, finally, a buyer.
There was one active personal ad,
a very charming one, from a guy
looking to do his class-assigned
visits to museums with a lunch or
dinner partner. That guy hadn’t
gotten a single response, which
was a shame, because it sounded
charming. (Attention Ladies: it’s
still there.) Overall, the site’s functionality is very similar to Craigslist
in the best ways —easy to register,
even easier to post and very well-

tailored to the college community.
The Laptop Loan Program (Library Building, 3rd floor) has 135
wireless laptops available for loan
to the student body. I already have
a laptop, but went to get one and
see what it was like. I went for a
three-day loan and got a Dell Latitude D600 with Windows 2000 on
it, and for the most part it worked
fine — only Excel did not work.
It would be advisable to make
sure you are not waiting until the
last minute to borrow a unit if you
have something important to get
done. First, the system deletes every
user-created file upon reboot. Since
this system did not have a floppy
drive, the only option was a USB
Drive (available at the loan desk for
purchase) or a CD-RW. Now, while
we all know how incredibly stable
the operating systems provided by
the Microsoft Corporation are, god
forbid the system freezes, you will
lose all your work because the system deletes it upon reboot!
The software available on my
unit included Microsoft Office
(Word, PowerPoint, Excel, Access),
SPSS, Adobe Reader and WinDVD.
It appears to work automatically
with Baruch’s wireless network and
cannot be connected to any other
wireless network. I did connect it
with a wire to my router at home
and it automatically configured
itself to work. The unit also came
with a phone cord, but not any software to connect to the Internet.
This week’s question: Aside from
the cafeteria and lounge, where are
the best places to study in groups on
campus or nearby? Please e-mail
your ideas to baruchmadeeasy@
gmail.com.

Leisure
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RESTAURANT REVIEW

FOOD AND WINE

How to become a wine connoisseur
n Musings on the
art of wine pairings
BY THOMAS CROCKETT
STAFF WRITER

BORIS BERDICHEVSKIY I THE TICKER

Max Brenner, the new thrill of 14th St., brings chocolate in all shapes and forms.

Indulge in
chocolate fantasies
at Max Brenner’s
BY OLEXA CAPILI
STAFF WRITER

Max Brenner: Chocolate By The Bald Man
841 Broadway (between 13th St. and 14th St.)
New York, NY 10003
(212) 388-0030
Directions: N, R, W; 4, 5, 6 at Union Sqare
www.maxbrenner.com
Out of 5 stars
Food: ∂∂∂∂∂
Service: ∂∂∂∂
Atmosphere:∂∂∂∂
Price per person: $$ (15-30)

Attention all chocoholics: a
new chocolate world awaits you
at the newly opened restaurant,
Max Brenner: Chocolate By The
Bald Man. Located in the heart of
Union Square, this mammoth two
floor Willy Wonka-like restaurant
is complete with huge bins that
showcase exotic cocoa beans from
around the world, glass jars filled
with candy and a take-out countertop filled with all sorts of out-ofthis world goodies like chocolate
pizza and chocolate stuffed bagels.
The restaurant was created by
two Israeli men, Max Fichtman
and Oded Brenner, who combined
their names to create the fictional
character Max Brenner. Brenner
is proudly creating a worldwide
chocolate culture. They believe
that chocolate should not just be
about taste, it should be a whole
sensual experience that will stimulate all the senses.
The restaurant is the ideal spot
to bring a group of friends or a
date. The French bistro-type atmosphere is adorned with warm
colored walls. French music plays
in the background, and the lighting
gets dimmer as the evening goes
on. The service is friendly, but expect the place to be packed.
The menu is quite extensive,
and almost any chocolate concoction you can think of can be found
in their drinks and sweets menu.
There is also a regular entrée menu
to start off your meal. The Bavarian waffles ($11.90) are delicious
with their hearty chunks of Kielbasa sausage, which are cooked
with onions and melted cheddar
cheese. The waffles taste fresh and
soft, and the accompanying mustard sauce adds the perfect touch.
The chicken Caesar salad
($10.75) is plentiful and comes
with big portions of grilled chicken
strips and homemade croutons.
The fresh Parmesan cheese in the

dish adds a nice sharp flavor, yet
more dressing would be appreciated.
There are also healthy options
on the menu, with choices like
whole grain antipasti toast ($9.90).
Served with generous slices of
French toast, it is topped with a
delicious blend of ingredients like
asparagus, Feta cheese, and basil. It also comes with a side green
salad.
Most of the chocolate drinks
are made with your choice of
white, dark or milk chocolate. For
a hot drink, the dark hot chocolate
($3.95) is a fine choice. It’s made
with Venezuelan Criollo cocoa
beans, and the quality of the beans
is apparent, as you can even taste
the granules.
The Mexican spicy hot chocolate
($4.20) is flavorful with its blend of
spices, but lacks in thickness. For
a cold drink, the milk chocolate
granita ($6.25) is refreshing and a
must-try. The Eighties milkshake
($7.20) is thicker and has a scoop
of vanilla ice cream covered with a
delicious chocolate shell.
The real indulgence, of course,
is the desserts. The warm double
chocolate fondue ($13.90) serves
two people and comes with your
choice of two melted chocolates. It’s served with strawberries, marshmallows, and pieces of
fabulously moist banana bread.
Another dessert called Sharing
($19.50) is to die for. Accompanying the fondue is a beautiful array
of crunchy chocolate cream snack,
popping candies, chocolate lick,
warm banana split waffle, chocolate ice cream, marshmallows,
strawberries, whipped cream and
warm chocolate sauce. The chocolate ice cream is exceptional with
its caramel undertones, and is
also topped with a hard chocolate
shell. The popping candies actually pop and fizzle in your mouth,
and are served in a shot glass with
chocolate chunks on the bottom.
The warm banana split waffle is
simply sensual with its sweet toffee
bananas, and is perfect when garnished with whipped cream and
warm chocolate sauce.
Max Brenner’s new restaurant
is definitely a place to live out your
chocolate fantasies. It will temp
even non-chocolate lovers into believers, and it allows you to indulge
your senses. Make it your next destination.
Special thanks to Danielle Sarna.

Hannibal lecter famously remarks in The Silence of the Lambs,
“I ate his liver with some fava beans
and a nice Chianti.”
I’m not sure if Chianti goes well
with human liver, but it can go well
with other red meats. Wine can
bring out the full-bodied flavor of
food, if paired well with the entrée.
Generally, you try to choose the
best wine that will compliment the
food and clear your palette to bring
out the full savory flavor of what
you are eating.
Appetizers and finger foods are
generally heavier in fats and go well
with sparkling wine and champagne. Sparkling wine is lightbodied, and is better as a starting
wine. Work your way from light-to
heavier-bodied wines as the meal
progresses. The acidity of the sparkling wine clears the palette very
well, and will prepare your taste
buds for the next course.
Cheeses, for example, are fatty
and mix well with acidic wines, but
there are exceptions. Saltier cheeses can go well with red wines, but
usually a white wine mixes best.
Different types of cheeses correspond to varied types of wine.
Remember that crackers or bread

served with the cheese should remain neutral and help the winefood pairing.
There is a general rule to follow
when pairing wines with foods:
white meats go with white wines,
while red meats go with red wines.
The exception comes from the
sauces and preparation as well as
spices added to the meat. Chicken can be very versatile when it is
mildly spiced or made with a tangy
mustard sauce. This goes well with
a white wine like Chardonnay or
Riesling.
Spicier dishes have a zesty flavor that pairs well with a good red
wine. Fish has a good reputation
with white wines when prepared
simply or raw. When spiced up, it
may be better to compliment the
fish with a fruity tasting red wine
like a Pinot Noir.
Red meats fair best with a red
wine. Not all red wines do the job
well, but a Cabernet and a Merlot
are usually the best bet. The tannins and velvety feel of the wine
bring out the bold flavor of the
meat, especially if cooked on the
rare side. A peppery steak pairs terrifically with a peppery wine like a
Shiraz.
Japanese cuisine is becoming
increasingly popular today. An excellent pairing with the flavors of
this style of food is Japanese plum
wine. It is very sweet and sour, and
is golden in color. It can bring out
the fullness of any Japanese meal.
Spicy meals such as Thai or Indian
foods go deliciously with sweet
red wines. They play off each other

WWW.STUARTCELLARS.COM

nicely on the taste buds.
For dessert, the obvious choice
is a dessert wine. Some can stand
alone as a delectable treat after a
fine meal. Many wines don’t fair
well with chocolate because the
acidity in the wine will fight the
chocolaty taste, but an extra-dry
sparkling wine can taste superb
with some white chocolate. Shira
and Zinfandel can go well with
deep, rich dark chocolates if desired.
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Discovering hidden messages in your handwriting
n Find out what
your handwriting
says about your
personality
BY JULIYA GOLUBOVICH
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

From the realm of easy answers
to life’s difficult questions comes
graphology, the study of handwriting. Some say that like astrology,
palmistry and numerology, graphology is not a legitimate science.
Others will adamantly argue that
using handwriting to identify personality is the equivalent of using
a fingerprint to pinpoint identity.
Graphology can be used to analyze
prospective spouses for cheating
and violence potential, to hire employees for jobs or just to psychoanalyze friends.
First, some ground rules. Avoid
basing an analysis on signatures
and short notes. You can’t judge

an individual’s handwriting by the
signature. Instead, use the signature to compare it to the rest of the
writing. A person who signs very
differently from the way he writes
is conveying a dishonest and unrealistic image of himself. Ideally, the
analysis should be based on at least
a full page of writing, on unlined
paper, to make sure that certain
elements of the writing are habits,
rather than aberrations. Also, avoid
pencil-written text, since pens allow a wider range of strokes.
Keep in mind that handwriting
reflects a person’s mood and state of
mind. A person’s writing style may
temporarily change when exciting
or difficult events happen. Excitement, whether positive or negative,
will be manifested in bigger, more
slanted to the right writing.
Your first impression is very
important. Check to see if the
page looks well-balanced. Are the
amounts of writing and white space
equal, or does one overwhelm the
other? Well-balanced writing has
margins on all sides, and clearly

spaced lines of writing, which do
not interfere with one another.
The owner of balanced writing has
senses of logic and order and the
abilities to plan ahead, evaluate
and organize time effectively. An
effective communicator leaves sufficient distance between lines so
that the reader will find their writing legible.
Narrow line spacing, which
overwhelms the white space, belongs to an impulsive, emotional
person who rushes into situations
without taking time to think things
through objectively. They cannot see the big picture. The more
tangled the writing, the more acute
the impulsiveness and lack of good
judgment. The creator of crowded
lines may likewise be impulsive in

speech at the expense of clarity.
Close line spacing may also reveal
a writer who uses his resources, including money, very carefully.
Equate irregular spacing with irregularity in actions when it comes
to the treatment of time and money. The person will decide how to
act based on their mood and circumstances. On the other hand, extremely regular line spacing might
belong to a person obsessed with
following an established routine.
The amount of space between
words reveals how much personal
space the writer needs. Well-balanced word spacing, where spaces
are about the width of the writer’s
letter ‘M’ reveals that the writer
is considerate of others’ need for
space and privacy, and expects the

same courtesy in return.
Wide word spacing is indicative
of a reserved person who is choosy
in picking his or her friends. Narrow word spacing suggests that the
writer is very social, doesn’t like to
be alone for long, expresses him or
herself through physical contact,
and is quick to dub people friends.
If words touch you’re probably
dealing with a person who needs
no personal space and doesn’t
respect the need in others. The
person’s self-esteem depends completely on constant attention and
approbation.
The individual letters may also
speak volumes. If you’re evaluating
someone for soul mate potential,
what should their letters look like?

LETTERS

PERSONALITY TRAITS

‘P’ and ‘Q’ with straight upper loops
Pointy ‘M’ and ‘N’ that resembles ‘U’ and ’W’

Intelligent and attentive

Angular ‘R’ and ‘H’

Mentally sharp and observant

‘O’ that is well formed and closed

The ‘I’ and ‘J’ are missing dots

Honest
Responsible. This person will not stand you
up or forget to fulfill a promise.
Absentminded

‘A’, ‘C’, ‘U’ and ‘V’ that are well drawn and easily read

Friendly and communicable

Wide and open ‘W’

An open person

Wide and round loops on ‘L’ and ‘H’

Talkative

Tight and closed ‘S’ and ‘E’

Secretive

Long stems on ‘D’

Self-assured. You won’t need to feed his or her dying self-esteem
with compliments. The opposite is true for very short ‘D’ stems.

Loop-less ‘Y’ and ‘G’ characterized instead by straight lines

An independent thinker who has great potential

‘T’ with high, upward slanting crossbars

Shows ambition and leadership

‘I’ with dots positioned high above

Imaginative-- circles for dots hint at an artistic
nature, but if that’s the only artistic thing about the
handwriting, he or she may be pretentious

Very large loops on the lower parts of ‘P’

Laziness

‘Y’ with lower loops that are long and narrow

Materialistic, stubborn, easily dissatisfied

Short stem for ‘P’

Stubborn

‘B’, ‘D’ and with very high and narrow loops

Idealistic – this person may be seeking perfection in
personal relationships and will be hard to please

‘T’ that resemble stars

Baruch Beat
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

MONDAY,
OCTOBER 16

CABARET ON DEMAND
Presents Anthony Santelmo Jr. Bistro winner and MAC nominated
vocalist, performing new, obscure
and classic standards.
Engelman Recital Hall, BPAC
FREE tickets available at BPAC Box
Office (212) 279-4200
8:00 p.m.
Inside the Executive Suite: Be the
One presents Robert Greifeld, President and CEO of the NASDAQ Stock
Market Inc.
Mason Hall, 17 Lexington Ave
6:45 p.m.
*Televised event*

TUESDAY,
OCTOBER 17
Job Smarts for Liberal Arts Majors
Starr Career Development Center
VC 2-190

12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Health Workshop
Hispanic Heritage Month Committee
VC 3-215
12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Professor Ted Henken: Israel in
Colors
Hillel
VC 9-150
12:40 p.m. – 2:20 p.m.
Ramadan
Muslim Student Association
VC 2-125
6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY,
OCTOBER 18
The Apotheosis of Corelli
Italy and France honor a great master presented by REPAST
Engelman Recital Hall, BPAC
Tickets: $12, available at BPAC Box
Office (212) 279-4200
8:00 p.m.

Ramadan
Muslim Student Association
VC 2-125
6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

Hispanic Heritage Month Committee
VC 1-107 (Multipurpose Room)
12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.

Film Series: In The Time of The
Butterflies
Hispanic Heritage Month Committee
VC 3-215
7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Panel Discussion on U.S. – Latin
American Relations
Students for Global Awareness
VC 12-150
12:45 p.m. – 2:15 p.m.

THURSDAY,
OCTOBER 19
WBMB Radio Station
House
WBMB Radio Station
VC 3-280
12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Open

Mathematics, Acturial Science, &
Financial Engineering
Information Session and Reception
The Mathematics Department
VC 6-215
12:45 p.m.
Musical Workshop

Great Works Reading Series presents PEACE, by Aristophanes
Engelman Recital Hall
FREE tickets available at the BPAC
Box Office (212) 279-4200
1 p.m.
GALA: Celebrating Latinos in the
Community
Hispanic Heritage Month Committee
VC 14-220
5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Ramadan Dinner
Turkish Students Association
VC 1-107
6:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.

Bearcats vs. William Paterson
Women’s Volleyball
ARC Arena (Main Gym)
7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Rufus Reid presented by the Milt
Hinton Jazz Perspectives Concert
Series
Engelman Recital Hall, BPAC
Tickets: FREE available at the BPAC
Box Office (212 279-4200)
6:00 p.m.
Talking To Terrorists presented
by Culture Project, part of the IMPACT FESTIVAL
Nagelberg Theatre, BPAC
Tickets: $15 available through BPAC
Box Office (212) 279-4200
7:30 p.m.

FRIDAY,
OCTOBER 20
Party: End of Month Celebration
Hispanic Heritage Month Committee
VC 1-107
5:00 p.m. – 11:15 p.m.
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Quiz: Are you
looks-obsessed?
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12. Type of test
13. Groups
21. Beret
25. Looked
26. Raged
27. Toward the stern
28. Rich cake
29. # 21 Down, e.g.
30. Grayish
31. Clear jelly
32. Japanese partition
33. Inset
35. Seafood utensil
38. Reject
39. Ocean
41. Sore winner did this
42. Store incorrectly
44. Affirm
45. None
47. Climbed
48. Calif. university
49. Null
50. Type of car
52. By and by
53. Thought
54. Shakespearian king
55. Soothe
56. Winter vehicle
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1. Jones of The View
2. List of offerings
3. Thing
4. Trick
5. Hearing distance
6. Quoted
7. Solo
8. Ball motion
9. Soldier packs
10. Open
11. Contest

6

E

1. Hit
6. Taxi
9. Praise
14. Characin
15. Retirement savings vehicle
16. Accustom
17. Lend one of these
18. Spasm
19. Trick partner
20. Tail end
22. Cottonseed containers
23. Used to own
24. Close off
26. Depth measurement
30. Small telescope
34. German sub
35. Pesky insects
36. Not he
37. Emporium
38. Victual
39. Dick and Jane’s dog
40. Immature newt
41. Exploits
42. Mutsuhito
43. Secretive
45. Nicotinic acid
46. Visage
47. Not hers
48. Soft palate pendant
51. Manicurist’s tools
57. Mathematical term
58. Publicity
59. Optimal
60. Vassal
61. Enemy
62. Rent
63. Totaled
64. Finish
65. Type of seal

5

14

ACROSS

DOWN

For solutions, visit www.theticker.org

3

D

to place.
Tocsin: a warning.
Palliate: to extenuate; also, to relieve.
Improvident: lacking foresight;
negligent; thoughtless.
Inimical: unfriendly; unfavorable.
Halcyon: peaceful; undisturbed;
happy.

March 17, 2004

2

E

Words of the Week:
Concomitant: accompanying; attending.
Busker: a street musician or performer.
Turgid: swollen, bloated; also,
bombastic, pompous.
Denizen: an inhabitant.
Peregrination: traveling from place

UZZLE
OCTOBER 16, 2006

1

G

Less than 0: You’re definitely
too picky! If you don’t bring your
expectations down a notch,
you’re going to have a tough
time finding a love that will outlast your looks. Work on getting
in touch with your own spiritual
side and thinking about what
truly matters.
0-5: You value looks way too
highly. Your incredibly high
standards are causing you to
rule out many romantic possibilities. Why not take your
expectations down a notch and
see what wonderful new people
you may meet?
6-10: You hold looks in pretty
high regard. Why not try to con-

sider personality and values just
as highly? You might get a better
relationship in the bargain and
feel more confident in your own
skin.
11-15: You value good looks,
but you’re not obsessive about
it. Well done.
16-20: You know that, while
looks are important, they do
fade. Your focus on form and
function is right on.
Quiz-mistress Margot Carmichael Lester learned more about
vanity than she ever needed to
know while living in Hollywood.
She is the author of The Real Life
Guide to Life After College and
now lives in the more humble
and humane environs of North
Carolina.

E

SCORING

ticker_leisure@yahoo.com

D

3. Which TV show title best
describes the kind of date you’re
after?

5. If you had a theme song, it
would be:
A) Carly Simon’s “You’re So
Vain” (Score = -1)
B) Stevie Wonder’s “Cash In
Your Face” (Score = 1)
C) The String Cheese Incident’s
“The Big Compromise” (Score = 2)
D) Jessica Simpson’s “Underneath” (Score = 3)
E) The Beatles’ “All You Need Is
Love” (Score = 4)

I

2. When you meet someone
new, you immediately:
A) Rule out anyone who doesn’t
have movie-star looks. (Score = -1)
B) Wonder if they’d consider
plastic surgery. (Score = 1)
C) Start planning the makeover.
(Score = 2)
D) Make comparisons to the
last hottie you dated. (Score = 3)
E) Look forward to getting to
know him/her better. (Score = 4)

MARCH OF THE MEANIES - MICHAEL KLAMBATSEN

D

1. Your ideal date’s vanity
plate would read:
A) 2HOT2HNDL (Score = -1)
B) GORJIS (Score = 1)
C) LOVERGRL or LOVERBOY
(Score = 2)
D) GR8EST (Score = 3)
E) JUST4U (Score = 4)

4. When it comes to love, you:
A) Know that you want perfection and never waiver, even if you
never find it. (Score = -1)
B) Want it, but only from a real
looker. (Score = 1)
C) Care more about looks than
the average person. (Score = 2)
D) Hope you can find someone
at least as good looking as your last
love. (Score = 3)
E) Care more about substance
than looks. (Score = 4)

L

Looks are important, but they
don’t mean everything. If you care
as much about your fella’s face as
you do his brains, your search for
long-term love may not pan out.
Take this fun quiz to find out if
you’re too vain.

A) America’s Next Top Model
(Score = -1)
B) Beautiful People (Score = 1)
C) Nip/Tuck (Score = 2)
D) The View (Score = 3)
E) The Real World (Score = 4)

A

BY MARGOT CARMICHAEL LESTER

63

FUN PAGE

Do you
doodle
in class?
We are
interested
in the
artist in
you.
Submit it
to us.

OUT OF CONTEXT - VICTOR CHU
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Can the Yankees
be helped?
BY IRVING DEJOHN
STAFF WRITER

How do you fix what isn’t necessarily broken? That’s the question posed to the Yankees’ executives following another quick
post-season exit.
The tough part is, for this $200
million dollar team, there is no
quick fix. While it is going to be
easy to sign the most expensive
talent and pray that an all star
team can play as one cohesive
unit, this would only lead to more
October disappointment. Aside
from that possibility, let’s take a
look at what could possibly be
done to fix the Yankees.
Trade A-Rod at all costs:
Three years ago, when Alex Rodriguez joined the Yankees,
many called it one of the most
monumental trades in recent
history. Three full seasons have
passed and A-Rod has shriveled
up under the pressure of New
York. While he is still collecting statistics that will eventually
put him in the Hall of Fame, it is
clear that the pressure and the
constant media attention on his
shortcomings have become a
great distraction for the team.
Trading A-Rod should be General Manager Brian Cashman’s
first priority this off-season. This
would not only alleviate the unnecessary pressure of being
bombarded with “What’s wrong
with A-Rod?” questions from the
media, but would also create an
opportunity to improve many
aspects of the team in one move.
One rumored deal involved the
Yankees moving Rodriguez to
the Anaheim Angels for pesky
utility player Chone Figgins,
young right-hander Ervin Santana and dominant set-up man,
Scot Shields. That deal, or one
similar in magnitude, would improve the Yankees starting pitching, bullpen and defense — an
opportunity that they cannot
pass up if they want to win it all
in 2007.
Let Gary Sheffield go: The
Yankees offense have drifted

away from the aggressive, fundamental philosophy that sparked
the Yankee dynasty of the late
’90s and Sheffield has been a
large part of this change. With
Sheffield in the mix, the Yankees
rely far too heavily on getting the
big homerun instead of moving
runners and are a weaker team
defensively — two factors that
lead the Yankees to early exits in
recent playoffs.
Rebuild the rotation: For
the past few years, the Yankees
have had one of the best lineups
and generally the poorest starting pitching that money can buy.
It became even more apparent
when they were depending on
Jaret Wright (4.50 ERA) to save
their season in game four. ChienMing Wang, the foundation for
a championship rotation, was
solid during his game-one start,
proving that he belongs in the
starting rotation next year. The
only difficulty that the Yankees
will face is the other four question marks. Randy Johnson, who
was pedestrian in game three, is
developing back problems and
his ERA has skyrocketed since
joining the rotation in 2005 (2.60
in ’04, 3.79 in ’05 and 5.00 in ’06)
while his strikeout totals have
plummeted (290 in ’04, 211 in ’05
and 172 in ’06) showing that he
is on a steady decline. Mussina,
currently 37, and a free agent,
may not return next year with his
current demands for a three-year
contract. Jaret Wright has hardly
lived up to his eight million dollar salary, not making it past the
sixth inning in any start with opponents hitting a whopping .283
against him. Needless to say, this
rotation is going to need a complete overhaul in the off-season
if they hope to make it past the
division series for the first time
since 2004.
In the end, the possibilities are endless as the Yankees’
players have six months to think
about what could have been.
Meanwhile, Brian Cashman and
Yankee brass try to capture the
mystique and aura of years past.

WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL

Women’s volleyball:
one day, two wins
BY MARINA SOBIYEVA
STAFF WRITER

Monday, Oct. 9 was just a day
off for most students, but for the
women’s volleyball team, this
was a day of victory. In the game
against John Jay College the final
scores were 30-26, 30-13 and 3015 and in the game against Brooklyn College, the final scores were
30-13, 26-30, 30-13 and 30-15.
Brianne McCabe, Myra Estefan and Nicole Baruffaldi all had
outstanding performances in the
game against John Jay. McCabe
also played exceptionally well in
the game against Brooklyn College, along with Alice Livermore
and Liza Vasques. These girls
helped to bring the victory home.
Myra Estefan was also named
Rookie of the Week for the second
week in a row. In the match against
Hunter she scored 27 assists and
nine digs.
The women’s volleyball team
has a current standing of 4-3 and
are in fourth place. But the team
has had its ups and downs. The

Bearcats lost 10 out of 15 games
played against schools other than
CUNY. They won four out of seven games played against CUNY
schools: Hunter, City College,
Lehman, the College of Staten Island, York College, Brooklyn College and John Jay. The Bearcats
have only two games left against
CUNY schools: City Tech College
and Medgar Evers College. The
CUNYAC Semifinal and Final will
take place on Nov. 12.
Despite a small time period
between the two games on Oct. 9,
the Bearcats were still able to pull
off an amazing performance in the
game against Brooklyn College,
which began at 1:00 p.m., only four
hours after the beginning of the
first match against John Jay College. The scores speak for themselves.
Although most of the girls are
only in their first and second year
of playing for Baruch’s volleyball
team, they have shown a lot of
potential and their future performances can be expected to improve.

Correction: Last week’s cross country photo was taken by Monnica
Honrade, not Victor Chu.

Yankee taken too soon
BY MICHAEL WURSTHORN
SPORTS EDITOR

Corey Lidle looked forward to
relaxing after what turned out to be
a disappointing end of the season
for the Yankees. He had planned to
pilot himself back to California and
escape the harsh criticisms of the
New York media.
Instead, he crashed into a
50-story residential building on
Wednesday, killing his flight instructor and himself.
All of New York was shocked by
this sudden and tragic incident. At
only 34-years-old, so much is left
unsaid for someone who had a very
successful career as a Major League

pitcher.
Lidle was not known for being a hard thrower, but rather a
pitcher who worked the corners
throughout the game, taking risks.
Throughout his career he played for
the Mets, Tampa Bay, Oakland, Toronto, Cincinnati, Philadelphia and
the Yankees.
After coming to the Yankees
from Philadelphia, Lidle served as
a starting pitcher for the back end
of the rotation. He was dropped
from the post-season rotation and
put on the roster as a relief pitcher
in the disappointing four game loss
to Detroit.
Lidle’s voice was last heard on
the radio by Yankee fans on Tues-

day when he called to defend himself after being criticized by WFAN’s
Mike and the Mad Dog. Lidle was
quoted saying the Yankees weren’t
as prepared as the Tigers. Lidle insisted that comments he made previously were not directed at Yankee
Skipper, Joe Torre.
Lidle is survived by his wife,
Melanie, and 6-year-old son, Christopher.
Lidle’s time with the Yankees
was short, but he will be sorely
missed by everyone in Baseball.
The Yankees and baseball fans
alike are keeping Lidle’s wife and
son in their prayers as they get
through this difficult time.

Rangers discover weaknesses
My confidence during the Ranger’s first two games has quickly malformed into nervous anticipation
of the challenging set of upcoming
opponents. Let me just get out there
and ask the question blazing on my
mind right now: what is wrong with
Henrik Lundqvist?
I can’t really defend Lunqvist’s
game play during the past couple
of games by blaming it on the defense. The only real vindication
I can conceive are the countless
stupid penalties the Rangers kept
taking. However, even that point
stands feebly next to the actual statistics. During the Rangers rematch
with the Flyers, Lundqvist saved 20
out of 24 shots. Against the Pittsburgh Penguins, Lundqvist was
only able to stop 16 out of the meager 22 shots that the Penguins got
on net. That game was a career high
for Lundqvist in goals allowed in a
single game.
I am hoping that this was just
a bad game for Henrik Lundqvist

and he will return looking sharp
for upcoming
games.
Will Kevin
Weekes play?
Eventually,
but for the
next stretch
of games I see
no reason for
Lundqvist to IGOR GORODETSKY
sit. He needs
to get out there IGGY’S
and let this SPORTS
bad game out SPEAK
of his system.
It is critical for a goalie, especially a
young one, to regain his confidence
after a bad game. Solid performances during the next few games
including the big game against the
New Jersey Devils could be great
opportunities for the youngster to
regain his composure. At this point
in the season I still have full confidence in Lundqvist and expect him
to play as well as he did last year.

My next pet peeve with the
Rangers is their neutral zone play.
I like the fact that they are aggressive on the rushes. I like the fact
that they skate hard. However, they
are getting overaggressive at points.
The Penguins consistently had
two-on-one and three-on-one fast
breaks during the game, and capitalized on these chances. When
the Rangers commit to a rush they
leave themselves too vulnerable for
a counter attack.
Now you are all probably thinking “just two weeks ago he wrote an
article beaming about the Rangers.”
Well folks, just as the team goes
through its share of ups and downs
so will the fan’s perspectives. It is
important to analyze what is going wrong with this talented team.
I don’t think this is quite the time
to panic, but the next set of games
against New Jersey and Buffalo will
give us some insight about how real
this team actually is. Let’s hope for
the best. Go Rangers!
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Schedule
Men’s Soccer
10/18 – Medgar Evers at Baruch 8 p.m.
Men’s and Women’s Cross Country
10/22 – CUNYAC Champs at
Van Cortlandt Park time TBA
Women’s Tennis
10/17 – CUNYAC Quarterfinals at
National Tennis Center 3:30 p.m.

10/20 – CUNYAC Semifinals at
National Tennis Center time TBA
10/21 – CUNYAC Finals at National
Tennis Center time TBA
Women’s Volleyball
10/17 – Baruch at City Tech 6 p.m.
10/19 – William Paterson at Baruch 7 p.m.
10/21 – Baruch at Centenary 1 p.m.
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Bearcats basketball season looks promising
BY RAY MOWATT
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

There was a buzz in the air last
winter as the Baruch basketball
season got into full swing. The
women’s team blew out opponents
on their way to a perfect record in
their conference. The men were undefeated in their conference, rolling
along to a 21-3 overall record.
Then there was the “Battle of
Lexington.” The women used the
record 1,200 fans in attendance to
propel themselves to the CUNYAC
Championship. They also received
a good showing in the NCAA Division III tournament.
The men stumbled immediately
after their impressive showing.
In their last conference game, the
Bearcats allowed Lehman College
to ruin their opportunity to go undefeated. Nevertheless, Baruch was
the No. 1 seed in the CUNYAC tournament, and the favorite to win it
all. Following an overtime squeaker against Medgar Evers and a victory against Lehman, Baruch found
themselves in a great position to
capture their first championship
since 2000. Against York College,
a team they had few problems defeating earlier in the season, the
Bearcats lost.
Still, Baruch was rewarded for
their strong regular season performance (23-6 overall) with a birth
in the NCAA tournament, three
CUNY All-Stars and Coach of the
Year for Ray Rankis. “We played
to our capabilities. Won games we
thought we would not win,” Rankis
said of last season. The NCAA bid
was great for the team, but Rankis
wasn’t completely satisfied with
their inability to win the champi-
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Coach Rankis’ (above) team is looking strong this season.
onship, especially with a team that
received national votes throughout
the season.
Baruch lost four starters from
last season, most notably Cheick
Fadika and Louie Karis. Fadika was
an anchor for the Baruch frontcourt, while Karis was the team’s
most consistent shooter all year.
Last year’s team was a good threepoint shooting team, with the loss

MEN’S SOCCER

of Robi Davidson and Karis (two
and three in Baruch’s all-time
three- point FG made.) Rankis said,
“We need to identify who will be
our shooters.”
Most importantly, seniors Carl
Emengo and Christopher Chin will
be expected to have larger roles this
season. Coach Rankis appreciates
guard Emengo and forward George
Kunkel’s sacrifices last season: two

offensive players, who helped make
Baruch one of the best offensive
teams in the conference.
The Bearcats expect a good recruiting class to help replace the
departed core group of players.
Guard/forward Arki Wisnu, guard
Jeff Leider and forward/center
Mike Mulligan are set to compete
for playing time against the returning players.

The 2006-2007 season will be
one of high expectations for the
men’s basketball team—the most
prominent team at Baruch following their previous success, not only
last season, but in the many seasons under Coach Rankis. Chemistry seems to be the final piece to
the puzzle. Once the team finds it,
they’ll be just fine.

CROSS COUNTRY

Bearcats dig Newcomer wows crowd
in for playoffs
BY MARIANE ST. MAURICE
STAFF WRITER

“Unity is strength.” In three
words, junior midfielder Joel Sevilla not only summed up the strong
points of the Baruch soccer team,
but also the most important thing
they need to remember as the end
of the season approaches. With
only two games left before playoffs start, the Bearcats need to stay
on top of things—something they
seem to be doing quite well.
Last week, the soccer team won
both games they played, bringing
their record to three consecutive
wins and putting them first in the
CUNYAC standings. On Oct. 9, the
team played Polytechnic in a nonconference game and walked away
with a 2-1 victory. Most of the team
felt like the game should not have
gone into overtime, stating that
Polytechnic is not usually a difficult opponent.
Two players seemed to have
found their rhythm, working together to score the team’s two goals.
The first one, at the 48-minute
mark, was by freshman Daniel
Wright, with a pass from senior
Alex Sokol. Wright later set Sokol

up with a throw-in, giving the latter
the opportunity to score the gamewinning goal, an opportunity he
embraced in the third minute of
the second overtime.
The senior striker stood out
once more on Wednesday, when
the Bearcats played a conference
game against York College in the
pouring rain. Sokol scored two
goals during that game, the first
one at 28:50 into the game, and the
second one eleven minutes later.
His accomplishments left him
modest, and he remained focused
on the team‘s effort: “It’s all about
the team dynamic. As long as we
are on the same page and work
together, we’ll be fine. One day it’s
me, and one day it’ll be someone
else.”
The Bearcats hope to keep the
lead in the CUNY conference, in
order to receive a friendly matchup in the first round of playoffs.
According to their coach, all they
need to do is to be prepared. “We
are only as good as the way we
approach the game. Right now
we are physically prepared, all we
need to do is be mentally ready.”
The Baruch soccer team will be
meeting Medgar Evers on Oct. 18
on their home field.

n Freshman shows
her skills in first
meet, winning
first place
BY LIA EUSTACHEWICH
STAFF WRITER

With their season drawing to a
close, Baruch’s men and women’s
cross country teams are having
some mixed feelings. With only
one short week before the CUNY
Championship, emotions are at
an all time high and the pressure
to perform well is looming in the
air. But the two teams have proved
their ferocity and integrity at their
last meets at the 6K City Tech Invitational at Van Cortlandt Park. For
the first time in Baruch’s history,
senior Matt Soja and freshman Jessica Penaherrera both captured
first place last weekend.
Soja, who is renowned throughout CUNY schools for his strong
athletic ability and prodigious finishing times, captured first place
yet again last weekend with a time
of 29:10.00. This marks Soja’s fourth
win out of the season’s five meets.
The men’s cross country team took
ninth place as a team out of the 13
schools that competed, with David
Wong being the second best run-

ner at 36th place (34:51.00).
It seems that the tables have
turned for the women’s cross
country team. A new star, Jessica
Penaherrera, is rising, pushing
veteran powerhouse runners Mercedes Zegarra and Temi Arijeloye
aside. Penaherrera made her cross
country debut at the 6K City Tech
Invitational and unexpectedly won
the first place trophy with a time
of 26:04.00. “Actually, this is the
first time I’ve ever competed cross
country,” she admits. But Penaherrera isn’t a novice in the sports
world. She competes in a triathlon
(which combines swimming, cycling and running) which she feels
allows her to be a better athlete
overall. “I started doing triathlons
because one sport helps the other,”
she explains. “You don’t get bored
doing the same thing and if you get
injured in one [sport], you can always keep doing the other two.”
Penaherrera helped lead the
women’s cross country team at
the City Tech Invitational to an
outstanding third place finish out
of the ten schools that competed.
Mercedes Zegarra finished behind
Penaherrera in 14 place (28:05.00)
followed by junior Temi Arijeloye
in 17 place (29:04.00).
It’s clear that the men and
women’s cross country teams have
made some pivotal improvements
during the last few meets. They

MONNICA HONRADE

Jessica Penaherrera and Matt Soja mark
the first time that Baruch won a men’s
and women’s event in one weekend.
will have to look to their coaches’
knowledge and guidance, their
positive attitudes and their teams’
unity as key attributes in competing at the Championship. The two
teams will gather one last time for
the CUNY Championship at Van
Cortlandt Park this Sunday, Oct.
22. Be sure to come out and support your running Bearcats!

